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Tirana is a mixture of Western Europe and old Russia, interspersed with
influences from the Middle East. The city has overcome its recent troubled past
and risen as a gem of Eastern Europe. The modern Tirana is full of restaurants,
nightlife and hotels, and has rediscovered itself and become an energetic,
vibrant and cosmopolitan city that is worth exploring.
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THE CITY
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The 1992 elections in Albania ended 47 years of 

communist rule. The shaking o of the restrictive

weight of the communist regime is expressed in

the attitudes of freedom and fun found in the

Albanian people, and the untamed colour

schemes of the newly redecorated buildings here

are a visual demonstration of this energetic

rebirth. The oppression that stied life here for

years has been discarded and a "new lease on

life" attitude is evident in this city.

Tirana itself is an enticing mix of stern Soviet 

Bloc cement buildings, Ottoman minarets and

1930s Italian architecture, juxtaposed with the

wild colour schemes of newer buildings. The

religious buildings in Tirana are a wonderful mix

of Christian and Muslim shrines, which speaks to

its varied heritage and multicultural present.

There is also a pulsing nightlife scene, and

Tirana is famous for its all-night café culture.

DO & SEE
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Old relics from the Communist regime have 

become signicant tourist attractions in Albania,

serving as stark reminders of the country's

recent history. However, as tourism develops,

infrastructure such as street signs is still

catching up. When asking locals for directions, it

is common for them to use landmarks as

reference points instead of addresses. In many

cases, building numbers are not used

consistently, and the addresses in this guide may

only include street names.

Tirana's Colorful Facades

Mayor Edi Rama,

internationally renowned

as an artist before he

took over the post of

Tirana's mayor in 2000,

decided to give the city a

more welcoming look by painting old and Soviet 

block-style building facades in bright colours.

The initiative certainly accomplished its goal of

helping the city appear more attractive.
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Skanderbeg Square
Skanderbeg Square is the

social and cultural centre

of Tirana, this is an

excellent place for people

watching and absorbing

the daily life of the

denizens of this city. The famous Equestrian 

Statue is located on the Southern Side of the

Square.

Photo: Dario Daniel Silva/unsplash

Address: Sheshi Skenderbej, Tirana

Clock Tower

The 35-metre tall Clock

Tower is a symbol of

Tirana, built in 1822 by

the poet and architect

Et'hem bey Mollaj, who

also completed the

nearby Et'hem Bey Mosque. You can climb the 

90 spiralling steps for an excellent view of the

bustling life in Skanderbeg Square below. At

night, the tower is beautifully lit, making it a

striking feature in the city’s skyline.

Photo: Ejup Lila/pixabay

Address: Kulla e Sahatit të Tiranës, Rruga "28 Nëntori",

Tirana

Et’hem Bey Mosque

This small and elegant

mosque is one of Tirana's

oldest surviving

structures. Closed during

communist rule, it

reopened for worship in

1991 after being shuttered for decades. Many 

religious sites were destroyed during the

atheism campaigns of the 1960s, but this mosque

was spared. Its distinctive frescoes, found both

inside and outside the portico, depict nature

scenes like trees, waterfalls and bridges, which

are unusual motifs in Islamic art.
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Address: Skanderbeg Square, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 2 23 701

Internet: www.visitalbania.app/listing/ethem-bey-mosque

Tanners’ Bridge

Tanners' Bridge is a

beautifully restored

Ottoman-era stone bridge

that once crossed the

Lanë stream, facilitating

trade for the nearby

butchers and tanners. Dating back to the 18th 

century, it serves as an important symbol of

Tirana's historical development. With its recent

restoration, the bridge oers a glimpse into

Tirana's rich history, contrasting with the

Soviet-era housing in the background. It is one of

the few well-preserved examples of the city's

Ottoman past.

Photo: nicolasdecorte/shutterstock

Address: Ura e Tabakëve, Rruga Punetoret e Rilindjes, Tirana

National Museum of History

The National Museum of

History in Albania is the

largest museum in the

country, housing a wealth

of national treasures.

Though the museum is

closed for renovation until 2028, you can still 

admire its impressive modernist mosaic façade,

which proudly depicts the victorious and proud

Albanians from Illyrian times through to WWII.

Photo: RossHelen/Shutterstock.com

Address: Sheshi Skenderbej, Tirana

Opening hours: Closed until 2028
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Pyramid of Tirana

The Pyramid of Tirana,

once a museum and a

monument honouring

dictator Enver Hoxha, has

been transformed into

TUMO Center Tirana, an

IT hub for creative technologies. Reopened in 

2023, the renovated site now features cafés,

studios, workshops and oices for start-ups,

alongside classrooms where Albanian youth can

learn technology skills for free. Steps added to

the pyramid’s sloping façade allow visitors to

walk on the symbolic structure, while colourful

boxes scattered around the park create a vibrant

public space.

Photo: Unai Huizi Photography/shutterstock

Address: Bulevardi Dëshmorët e Kombit 5, Tirana

Internet: piramida.edu.al

Prime Minister's Office & Residence

This building once served

as the Communist Party

headquarters during the

regime of Enver Hoxha.

From its balcony, Hoxha

would wave to the crowds

during oicial parades and demonstrations. 

Today, in addition to its primary function as the

residence and oice of the Albanian Prime

Minister, it stands as a reminder of Albania's

totalitarian past and is a signicant landmark in

Tirana.
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Address: Boulevard Deshmoret e Kombit, Tirana

Mount Dajti
Mount Dajti looms

majestically over Tirana,

oering a beautiful

escape into nature with

its national park, dense

forests and panoramic

views. You can reach the top either by taking the

Dajti Ekspres cable car — the longest in the

Balkans — or enjoy a scenic drive. Once at the

summit, you'll nd several restaurants where you

can savour a meal while enjoying the serene

landscape. The sense of standing above the city,

with expansive views stretching in every

direction, gives you a feeling of being on top of

the world.

Dajti Mountain National Park also oers an 

adventure park for kids and adults, a rotating

bar, minigolf, hiking and mountain biking trails,

as well as many romantic spots for picnicking.

Photo: Elzbieta Sekowska/Shutterstock.com

Address: Mount Dajti, Skanderbeg Mountains range, just east

of Tirana

Internet: dajtiekspres.com/what-to-do-at-dajti-mountain

Central Market — Pazari i Ri

The entire central market

neighbourhood is a

gourmet food haven,

which captures the spirit

of the culture. Local

cheese, meat, fruit, honey

and homemade raki can be found here. This is a 

spectacular place to stroll, nibble local food and

absorb the vitality of Albanian life.

Photo: Andrea Chiozzi/shutterstock

Address: Pazari I Ri, Tirana
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Archaeological Museum
The Tirana National

Archaeological Museum

houses an extensive

collection of

archaeological artefacts

from prehistory through

to the Middle Ages. There is also a large 

exhibition that shows the history of Albania.

Photo: BearFotos/shutterstock

Address: Sheshi Nënë Tereza 3, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 224 0711

Internet: www.visit-tirana.com/locations/national-archaeologi

cal-museum

Skanderbeg Statue

In the centre of

Skanderbeg Square

stands a prominent statue

of Albania’s national

hero, George Kastrioti

Skanderbeg. This striking

monument is one of Tirana's most recognisable 

landmarks and is hard to miss. With some

photography skills, you can capture the statue

along with two other signicant icons of the city:

the Et'hem Bey Mosque and the Clock Tower, all

within one frame.

Photo: Andrii Lutsyk/shutterstock

Address: Skanderbeg Square, Tirana

Resurrection of Christ Orthodox Cathedral

The grand Resurrection

of Christ Orthodox

Cathedral is one of the

largest Eastern Orthodox

churches in the Balkans.

Its stunning architecture,

with beautiful façades and an equally impressive 

interior, makes it a major attraction for visitors.

Its grandeur and serene atmosphere oer a

peaceful space for both religious and cultural

appreciation.

Photo: Zvonimir Atletic/shutterstock

Address: Katedralja Orthodhokse 'Ngjallja e Krishtit', Rruga

Ibrahim Rugova 1, Tirana

Phone: +355 34 908 121

Internet: orthodoxalbania.org

Grand Park of Tirana (Parku i Madh)

This large public park,

Tirana's "green lung",

oers a peaceful escape

from the city. You can

relax on the grassy areas

by the articial lake,

enjoy a jog along the scenic paths, or explore the

beautiful ora at the Botanical Gardens of

Tirana, where various plant species and owers

are showcased. It's an ideal spot to unwind and

soak in nature within easy reach of the urban

environment.

Photo: trabantos/shutterstock

Address: Parku i Madh i Tiranës, Tirana

DINING

Krzysztof Slusarczyk/Shutterstock.com

Tirana has a number of versatile dining options. 

European cuisine, especially the Italian, has

gained great inuence because of Italy's

relationship with Albania. There are many

traditional Albanian food outlets to choose from,
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too.

Era Vila

This restaurant, "Era",

meaning "wind", is

located in the popular

area Blloku. The menu

consists of traditional

Albanian cuisine and

some international dishes.

Photo: Viktory Panchenko/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Papa Gjon Pali II, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 22 55 000

Internet: www.era.al

Email: info@era.al

More Info: Near "Qemal Stafa" stadium

Sofra e Ariut

This is a good choice if

you want a peaceful

setting and a beautiful

scenery. Modern style is

combined with green

surroundings and

outstanding service. The cuisine is mainly 

Albanian.

Photo: Yuliia Mazurkevych/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Elbasanit Njësia Bashkiake 2, Tirana

Phone: +355 42 303 030

Internet: sofraeariut.com

Email: info@sofraeariut.com

La Voglia

La Voglia serves

authentic Italian dishes

like pizza and pasta,

various snacks, as well as

an array of coee drinks,

in a comfortable setting.

The sta will be happy to help you select a wine 

from their extensive wine list. This place is

popular among the young crowd of the city.

Photo: vsl/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Ibrahim Rugova, Tirana

Phone: +355 68 208 8813

Email: info@www.lavogliatirana.al

Sky Club

Sky Club is a revolving

restaurant on the top

oor of Tirana's tallest

building, Sky Hotel. It

oers a spectacular view

of the city and is also the

perfect location for an evening cocktail after a 

long day of exploring Tirana.

Photo: Mateusz Gzik/Shutterstock.com

Address: Sky Hotel Tirana, Rruga Ibrahim Rugova, Tirana

Internet: www.skyhoteltirana.com

Fiore

This restaurant is

recommended for its sh

and seafood dishes and

they serve Albanian and

Italian cuisine. It is

located 15 minutes walk

from the city centre but can easily be reached 

with public transport too.

Photo: Piyato/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Dervish Hima 4, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 223 6394

Internet: orehotels.com/restaurant

Email: orerestaurant96@gmail.com
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Green House
Green House is a modern

restaurant with an

elegant atmosphere. The

Albanian and Italian

dishes are made from top

quality products and are

beautifully served together with a ne selection 

of wines at this centrally located restaurant.

Photo: Bec Norbee/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Jul Variboba 6, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 222 2632

Internet:

www.hotelsalbanian.com/green-house-hotel-restaurant

Email: info@greenhouse.al

Artigiano Vila Restaurant

Artigiano Vila Restaurant

is popular among both

locals and tourists and it

is often quite busy at

lunchtime. They have a

small garden with a few

seats and this is a perfect place for a romantic 

dinner for two or just a relaxed lunch with

friends. The pizza here is highly recommended.

Photo: Vima/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Papa Gjon Pali II 9, Tirana

Phone: +355 67 600 0480

Internet: artigiano.al

Pasta da Pucci

When you step into the

homelike diningroom at

Pasta da Pucci you will be

greeted with a familiar

feeling. This restaurant is

hidden in a cellar of an

apartment at a side street and can be a bit 

diicult to nd, but once inside you can enjoy

delicious Italian dishes.

Photo: gowithstock/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Mustafa Qosja, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 452 1276

Internet: www.instagram.com/pastadapucci.al

Rooftop Bar & Restaurant at Xheko Imperial

Xheko Imperial provides

an exclusive dining option

in Tirana. This restaurant

has a continental

atmosphere and the menu

oers a wide array of

Mediterranean and traditional Albanian courses. 

Choose a local wine from the drink menu to

accompany your food.

Photo: FOOD_PHOTOGRAPHY/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga 4 Shkurti, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 225 9574

Internet: xheko-imperial.com/bars-dining/#rooftop

More Info: Located inside the Xheko Imperial Hotel

Padam Boutique Hotel & Restaurant

This elegant restaurant is

located in the boutique

hotel Padam and it is

popular both for its

exclusive cuisine but also

for its good cocktails. The

chef cooks contemporary inuenced food and 

this venue stands out from other restaurants in

the city.

Photo: Mateusz Gzik/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Papa Gjon Pali II, Tirana

Phone: +355 44504913

Internet: padam.al/#restaurant

Email: info@padam.al
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CAFÉS

Authentic travel/shutterstock

Visiting cafés is a popular pastime of many locals

and all throughout the day and well into the

evening people are sipping espresso and chatting

with friends. The upmarket Blloku

neighbourhood is currently the hub of café

culture in Tirana, and here you will see people

often sitting for hours drinking and gossiping.

After a long day of sightseeing, grab a cup of

coee and relax with the locals at one of the

many cosy cafés the city has on oer.

D'Angelo Chocolate & Coffee

D'Angelo is a coee shop

that brings you

high-quality and delicious

products, everything from

sweet chocolate and ice

cream to savoury crêpes

and waes. The service is friendly and the decor

is fresh and bright, the perfect place to start

your day and relax with friends.

Photo: GCapture/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Abdyl Frasheri, Tirana

Phone: +355 69 977 9669

Internet: www.dangelo.al

More Info: D'Angelo has several locations in Tirana.

BARS & NIGHTLIFE

Ani Kolleshi/unsplash

Tirana oers a lively nightlife scene with a 

variety of options to suit all tastes. You can grab

a drink at one of the many bars, which — like the

city’s cafés and clubs — stay open quite late into

the night. From DJ-fueled discos to live music

venues, and even ballet performances, the city

provides ample entertainment. It’s common for

clubs to use "Disko" in their name, signalling

that they oer DJ sets and a space for dancing,

ensuring a fun night out for visitors and locals

alike.

Padam Boutique Hotel & Restaurant

Located at Padam

Boutique Hotel, the bar

oers their guests a wide

variety of drinks, ranging

from classic spirits to

crafted cocktails in a

modern setting. In the summer enjoy your 

refreshing drink in the beautiful outdoor garden

and veranda while mingling with friends.

Photo: Jag_cz/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Papa Gjon Pali II, Tirana

Phone: +355 44504913

Internet: padam.al

Email: info@padam.al
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Meduza’s Irish Pub
Come here for breakfast,

lunch or a good pint of

Guinness. This is a proper

Irish pub with live music,

sports and party. Catch

up with some friends

while you enjoy a pint of ice cold beer and some 

hearty pub food.

Photo: g-stockstudio/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Mustafa Matohiti, Tirana

Phone: +355 69 335 1654

Internet: www.meduzairishpub.com

Email: arturgega@hotmail.com

SHOPPING

Sergio Delle Vedove/shutterstock

As Albania recovers economically from the 

turmoil of the 1990s, Tirana's shopping scene is

gradually evolving. With the growth of tourism,

the city is seeing more upscale shops emerging,

catering to visitors and competing with other

popular tourist destinations. Despite this shift

towards modernity, traditional Albanian crafts

such as ceramics, jewellery and food items

continue to provide an authentic cultural

experience for shoppers, allowing them to take

home a piece of the country’s heritage.

QTU — Qendra Tregtare Univers
The Universe Shopping

Centre (QTU) is a modern

and expansive shopping

complex, located just

west of Tirana's city

centre. Covering 13,600

square metres, it is one of the largest shopping 

destinations in the Balkans.

Photo: Valeriy Velikov/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rruga Industriale, Tirana

Opening hours: Daily 9am–10pm

Phone: +355 42 380 100

Internet: www.qtu.al

Bulevardi Gjergj Fishta

For ceramics and

jewellery go to the

Bulevardi Gjergj Fishta

area, which consists of

several blocks of

excellent ceramic and

jewellery stores. Have a stroll through the many 

unique shops and little boutiques and nd the

perfect souvenir to remind you of your time in

Tirana.

Photo: Milles Studio/Shutterstock.com

Address: Bulevardi Gjergj Fishta, Tirana

Adrion Bookstore

Adrion Bookstore has one

of the best selections of

books in the country,

including a decent

English language

selection, with

guidebooks and literature.

Photo: Daniel Precht/Shutterstock.com

Address: Pallati Kultures, Sheshi Skënderbej, Tirana

Phone: +355 4 450 2606
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Internet: www.adrionltd.com/en

TOURIST INFORMATION

Thea/unsplash

Best Time To Visit

There really is no bad

time to visit Tirana, since

every season has a lot to

oer to visitors. You will

have the most pleasant

weather with warm

temperatures, and a low chance of rainfall in the 

summer months of June, July and August.

However, if you prefer to avoid tourist crowds,

plan your trip to Tirana for late September or

October.

Photo: Sergio Delle Vedove/shutterstock

Passport/Visa

The visa policy of Albania

is closely aligned with the

Schengen Area's

regulations. It allows

90-day visa-free entry for

citizens of Schengen

member states, with the exception of individuals 

from some extra-European territories.

Additionally, Albania grants visa-free access to

citizens of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, China,

Kazakhstan, Kuwait and Turkey.

Notably, citizens of the United States can enter 

Albania without a visa for up to a year.

Individuals holding a valid, multiple-entry visa or

residence permit issued by a Schengen Area

country, the United States, Cyprus, Ireland, or

the United Kingdom can also enter Albania

visa-free for up to 90 days within a 180-day

period.

Your passport must be valid for at least 3 months

after the date you leave the Republic of Albania

and must have been issued within the last 10

years.

Photo: ConvertKit/unsplash

Internet:

www.punetejashtme.gov.al/en/regjimi-i-vizave-per-te-huajt

Tirana International Airport Nënë Tereza (TIA)

Nënë Tereza (Mother

Theresa) airport, also

known as Rinas Airport or

Tirana International

Airport, lies 26 kilometres

northwest of the city in

the town of Rinasi. 

There is a regular bus line that oers daily 

24-hour service between the airport and the

National Theatre of Opera and Ballet of Albania

in Tirana. The trip takes around 30 minutes.

A taxi from the airport to the city centre takes 

about 20-25 minutes. Be certain to x a price

before you get into the taxi.

Photo: Philip Myrtorp/unsplash

Address: Tirana International Airport, Ruga Nene Tereza,

Rinas
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Phone: +355 4 238 1800

Internet: www.tirana-airport.com

Public Transport

Downtown Tirana is not

too big to explore on foot,

but you can also use a

number of intra-city bus

lines going round the city

and to and from the

shopping centres. The tickets are cheap, but 

keep in mind that the buses don't go fast. Buses

in Tirana run from 6am to 11pm.

For longer bus journeys there are shared 

buses/mini-vans called "furgons" that depart for

a destination once they are lled with

passengers. Because of the ongoing construction

in Tirana the bus and furgon depots change

regularly, so it is very important to check the

locations with your hotel.

Photo: van asten maarten/unsplash

Internet:

expatsinalbania.com/living-in-albania/tirana/tirana-bus

Taxi

There are taxi stands

scattered across the city.

There is a xed price for

a ride anywhere inside

Tirana, so discuss the

price before entering the

car.

Patoko app is similar to Uber and oers a safe 

and convenient way to summon a car.

Photo: Albert Hyseni/unsplash

Internet: home.patoko.com

Post
The Albanian Post

company provides both

postal and nancial

services in Albania, with

oices all over the

country. You can trust

them with your letters and small parcels, as well 

as get payments and money transfers done. Their

operating hours are usually from Monday to

Friday 8am–4pm, Saturday 8am–noon, and the

oices stay closed on Sunday. The central post

oice in Tirana is located at Rruga Çamëria (next

to Bank Of Albania Museum).

Photo: Alba/unsplash

Address: Poste Albanaise à Tirana, Bureau Nr 5, Rruga

Çamëria, Tirana

Opening hours: Mon–Fri 7am–8pm, Sat 7:20am–8pm, Sun

7:30am–2pm

Internet: www.postashqiptare.al

Telephone

Country code: +355 Area

code: (0)4

Photo: Wesley Hilario/unsplash

Electricity

For Albania, there are

two associated plug

types: types C and F.

Both have two round

pins. The country

operates on a 230V

supply voltage at 50Hz.

Photo: Bykfa/shutterstock
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Population
528,000 (2024)

Currency
1 Lek (L or ALL) = 100 qindarka

Opening hours
Shops are generally open between 9am and 6pm. Some 
shops are closed on Saturdays while others are closed on
Sundays.

Internet
www.visit-tirana.com

Newspapers
Tirana Times: www.tiranatimes.com
Albanian Daily News: www.albaniandailynews.com

Emergency numbers
Police: 129
Ambulance: 127

Tourist information
Tourist Information Centre
Rruga Ded Gjo Luli 4, Tirana
Open Mon–Fri 10am–4pm

Destination: Tirana
Publishing date: 2024-09-10
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