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Raleigh is more than a blossoming Southern metropolis — it's a city that
welcomes you with open arms and a vibrant spirit. Experience the warmth of its
smart, savvy locals and discover a place where innovation thrives. Explore the
cutting-edge technology scene, immerse yourself in the rich arts and culture, and
savor the culinary delights that Raleigh has to offer. From its historic roots to its
modern energy, Raleigh is a city that will leave you feeling enriched and
energized.
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THE CITY
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Raleigh, North Carolina's state capital, oers the

excitement of a major city with the charm and

aordability of a classic Southern town. Explore

a vibrant destination recognized as a top place to

live, work, and play.

Raleigh is often called the "City of Oaks" for its 

abundance of trees and green spaces. It's also

known as the "Smithsonian of the South" thanks

to its impressive collection of free museums.

With the Research Triangle Park nearby and

numerous universities, including North Carolina

State University, Raleigh is a hub of innovation

and education.

The Greater Raleigh area encompasses eleven 

unique towns, each with its own distinct

character. Apex, Cary, Garner, and Wake Forest

charm visitors with their historic downtowns,

tree-lined streets, and excellent golf courses.

These neighboring towns oer opportunities for

day trips, cozy bed-and-breakfast stays, and

unique experiences, from traditional soda

fountains to local wineries and even a scuba

park.

DO & SEE
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Best known for its world-class museums, best of 

Broadway shows and live concerts, capital area

historic sites and professional and amateur

sporting events, Raleigh truly oers a variety of

entertainment all in one.

North Carolina Museum of Art

The North Carolina

Museum of Art is one of

the premier visual arts

museums in the South. It

features a dramatic

gallery building home to a

world-class collection that covers 5,000 years of 

art and includes more than 30 Rodin sculptures,

a center for special exhibitions and a vast park.
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Address: 2110 Blue Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 839 6262

Internet: ncartmuseum.org

North Carolina Museum of History

At the North Carolina

Museum of History, you

can explore more than

14,000 years of local

history. Besides

interesting artifacts, their

exhibitions feature multimedia presentations and

an interactive format.
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Address: 5 East Edenton Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 814 7000

Internet: www.ncmuseumofhistory.org

North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences

The Southeast’s largest

natural history museum

has four oors of exhibits,

a Nature Research

Center, and a dedicated

wing full of scientists

working in the public eye. Highlights include the 

world’s most complete Acrocanthosaurus

specimen and the three-story multimedia Daily

Planet.
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Address: 11 West Jones Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 707 9800

Internet: naturalsciences.org

North Carolina State Capitol

Completed in 1840, this

National Historic

Landmark originally

housed the governor’s

oice, legislative

chambers, state library

and state geologist’s oice. Today it is still the 

governor's seat, but also a popular tourist

attraction.
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Address: 1 East Edenton Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 984 867 8340

Internet:

historicsites.nc.gov/all-sites/north-carolina-state-capitol

Historic Oakwood
The Oakwood

neighborhood, a historic

district spanning 30

blocks, invites you to

stroll among its diverse

architecture and beautiful

gardens. Many of the houses, dating back to the 

19th century, have been lovingly restored to

their original grandeur. For a deeper

understanding of the area's history, consider

joining a guided tour.
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Internet: www.historicoakwood.org

Historic Yates Mill County Park

This 174-acre wildlife

park features Wake

County's last operating

18th-century,

water-powered gristmill.

The mill is supported by a

16-foot-tall stone dam and a 24-acre pond. The 

park features a big visitor center with an exhibit

hall, while the surrounding natural areas include

over three miles of hiking trails.
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Address: 4620 Lake Wheeler Road, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Daily from 8am

Phone: +1 919 856 6675

Internet: wake.gov/parks/yatesmill

JC Raulston Arboretum at North Carolina
State University

The J.C. Raulston

Arboretum is a 10-acre

collection of diverse tree

and plants, featuring over

6,000 ora species in its

gardens.
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Address: Ruby McSwain Education Center, 4415 Beryl Road,

Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 515 3132

Internet: jcra.ncsu.edu

Marbles Kids Museum & IMAX Theater

Marbles Kids Museum

encourages children to

learn through play and

interactive exhibits,

fostering curiosity and

creativity. The museum

also features a 3D-capable IMAX cinema showing

educational documentaries and lms.
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Address: 201 East Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 834 4040

Internet: www.marbleskidsmuseum.org

Contemporary Art Museum

CAM Raleigh, a

non-collecting museum,

oers an ever-evolving

exploration of

contemporary art.

Discover

thought-provoking exhibitions and installations 

that challenge traditional notions of art and

engage with current cultural trends. Visit their

website to learn about the current exhibitions

and plan your visit to this dynamic and

innovative museum.
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Address: 409 West Martin Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 261 5920

Internet: camraleigh.org

DINING
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There’s so much to taste in Raleigh: the area’s 

culinary scene is experiencing a veritable

renaissance, making it one of the hottest dining

destinations in the Southeast U.S. The Raleigh

area may be traditionally known for pork

barbecue and fried seafood, but it is increasingly

known for innovative farm-to-fork, New

American and multicultural cuisines.

Sitti

Sitti in downtown Raleigh

oers a taste of Lebanese

heritage through its

authentic menu. Their

approach to traditional

dishes is true to their

origins yet modern in the execution. Enjoy your 

meat at a busy communal table and get a drink

from the elegant art deco bar.
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Address: 137 South Wilmington Street, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Sun–Thu 11am–10pm, Fri & Sat 11am–11pm

Phone: +1 919 239 4070

Internet: www.sitti-raleigh.com
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Bida Manda
Bida Manda in downtown

Raleigh is one of the rst

Laotian restaurants

opened in the US. Some

of the dishes you can try

here are the crispy pork

belly soup, the pumpkin curry and the Saron 

crepe made with rice and tumeric.
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Address: 222 South Blount Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 829 9999

Internet: www.bidamanda.com

Neomonde Mediterranean Raleigh

Neomonde, a family-run

restaurant established in

1977, oers a taste of

authentic Mediterranean

cuisine. Their menu

features a variety of

traditional dishes, including kebabs, hummus, 

and other regional specialties, all prepared with

fresh ingredients and time-honored methods.

Neomonde also caters to various dietary needs

with vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options.

Enjoy a delicious meal on their inviting patio and

experience the warm hospitality and rich avors

that have made Neomonde a local favorite for

decades.
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Address: 3817 Beryl Road, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 828 1628

Internet: www.neomonde.com/neomonde-mediterranean-rest

aurant-raleigh

State Farmers’ Market Restaurant
The State Farmers'

Market Restaurant oers

a taste of Southern

cuisine featuring fresh,

locally sourced

ingredients from North

Carolina. Enjoy a hearty country breakfast or a 

satisfying lunch, and be sure to inquire about the

daily specials and tempting desserts. Don't miss

their renowned "real biscuits," a local favorite

that perfectly complements any meal.
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Address: 1240 Farmers Market Drive, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Mon–Sat 6am–3pm, Sun 8am–3pm

Phone: +1 919 755 1550

Internet: www.realbiscuits.com

Roast Grill

The Roast Grill is another

only-in-Raleigh

institution. The Roast

Grill basically serves one

thing: grill-blackened

Southern-style hot dogs.

They come with mustard, chili, onions and slaw. 

The dogs don’t have or need ketchup, relish,

mayonnaise, cheese, French fries or chips. Cokes

are available in old-fashioned returnable bottles.

Those with a sweet tooth will nd gum, candy

and homemade pound cake or baklava.
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Address: 7 South West Street, Glenwood South, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Tue–Fri 11:30am–3:30pm, Sat noon–4pm,

Sun & Mon closed

Phone: +1 919 832 8292

Internet: www.roastgrill.com

Destination: Raleigh, North Carolina
Publishing date: 2025-01-04

www.bidamanda.com
www.neomonde.com/neomonde-mediterranean-restaurant-raleigh
www.neomonde.com/neomonde-mediterranean-restaurant-raleigh
www.realbiscuits.com
www.roastgrill.com


Shuckers Oyster Bar & Grill
Shuckers Seafood Grill

oers a diverse menu

featuring fresh seafood,

classic steak options, and

Southern-inspired

specialties. Discover their

best-selling seafood chowder, indulge in 

addictive hushpuppies (deep-fried cornbread),

and savor the avors of their renowned oysters.

Complement your meal with one of their

signature cocktails for a truly satisfying dining

experience.
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Address: 3309 Rogers Road, Wake Forest, NC

Phone: +1 919 453 1593

Internet: shuckersgrill.com

The Pit

The smell of Carolina

barbecue and promise of

contemporary takes on

old Southern favorites

attract Raleigh natives

and new visitors to The

Pit in downtown Raleigh’s Warehouse District. 

The executive chef is best known for his

whole-hog, pit-cooked barbecue.
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Address: 328 West Davie Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 890 4500

Internet: www.thepit-raleigh.com

Angus Barn

Angus Barn oers a

rened dining experience

with a focus on in-house

aged Angus beef and

classic steak

preparations. Explore a

menu featuring fresh seafood dishes, vegetarian 

options, and tempting homemade desserts. The

restaurant also boasts an opulent wine cellar and

lounge.
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Address: 9401 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Mon–Fri 5pm–9:30pm, Sat & Sun

4pm–9:30pm

Phone: +1 919 781 2444

Internet: www.angusbarn.com

Herons at The Umstead Hotel & Spa

Herons, located at the

upscale Umstead Hotel

and Spa, oers a ne

dining menu focused on

modern American cuisine

and featuring local and

seasonal ingredients.
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Address: The Umstead Hotel & Spa, 100 Woodland Pond,

Cary, NC

Phone: +1 919 447 4000

Internet: www.theumstead.com/dining/herons

Poole’s Diner

Originally called Poole's

Pie Shop, a Raleigh

institution since 1945,

has been revitalized by

Chef Ashley Christensen,

preserving its iconic

double horseshoe bar and red leather seats. 

Christensen, recognized in publications like

Gourmet, Bon Appétit, and Southern Living,

oers a unique take on Southern cuisine,

utilizing fresh, seasonal ingredients sourced

from local farmers. The ever-evolving menu

ensures a fresh and exciting dining experience

with each visit.
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Address: 426 South McDowell Street, Raleigh, NC
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Phone: +1 919 832 4477

Internet: ac-restaurants.com/pooles

Second Empire Restaurant & Tavern

Second Empire is located

in Dodd-Hinsdale House,

a restored 19th-century

venue. The restaurant's

interiors are exquisitely

elegant, while the tavern

has a more laid-back atmosphere. Both serve 

gourmet cuisine for a true ne dining

experience.

Photo: Kondor83/shutterstock

Address: 330 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 829 3663

Internet: www.second-empire.com

CAFES
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For quick, casual meals, Raleigh’s many cafés 

oer a peerless mix of variety and warm,

down-home service. There’s also a good selection

of specialty coee shops with delicate pour

overs and refreshing cold brews.

Benelux Coffee
This café roasts its own

coee in Raleigh and

specializes in Belgian

waes with toppings like

strawberry and whipped

cream.
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Address: Shops at Village District, 402 Oberlin Road, Raleigh,

NC

Phone: +1 919 615 0880

Internet: www.beneluxcafenc.com

Email: info@beneluxcoee.com

Benchwarmers Bagels

The bagels available here

are baked using a

wood-red oven and

freshly milled our.

Benchwarmers oer the

simple experience with

cream cheese and coee, but you can also add 

bacon and spiced honey, among all the other

options. They also have sandwiches on their

menu, featuring avocado, smoked sh and duck

rillette, as well as pizza nights.
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Address: Transfer Co. Food Hall, 500 East Davie Street,

Raleigh, NC

Internet: www.benchwarmersbagels.com

Heirloom

Heirloom fuses dierent

traditions from Laos,

Japan and Taiwan to oer

their tea, sake and coee.

Along with your iced or

cold drinks you can have

snacks like croquettes with tonkatsu sauce, 

mochi donuts in three dierent avors as well as

rice plates.
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Address: 219 South West Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 897 2288

Internet: www.instagram.com/heirloomraleigh

Big Ed’s City Market Restaurant

Big Ed's is a restaurant

serving breakfast items,

sandwiches, hamburgers,

salads and traditional

Southern specialties. Try

the meat biscuits, an

omelette made with local eggs or the famous 

tuna salad, and then indulge in a piece of hot

cake served with syrup and butter.
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Address: 220 Wolfe Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 836 9909

Internet: www.bigedsnc.com

The Morning Times

The Morning Times

serves craftily brewed

coee in a tranquil

environment. Try a

home-made bagel, ask

about the omelette "of the

moment" or choose another of their delicious 

breakfast options like french toasts and

pancakes. You can also check out the art gallery

upstairs.
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Address: 10 East Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Daily 7am–6pm

Phone: +1 919 836 1204

Internet: www.morningtimes-raleigh.com

Hayes Barton Cafe & Dessertery
An ode to the 1940s,

Hayes Barton oers

timeless American fare

for lunch and dinner, and

has a rotating menu of

award-winning desserts.

Try the much talked about coconut cake.
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Address: 2000 Fairview Road, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 856 8551

Internet: www.hayesbartoncafeanddessertery.com

La Farm Bakery

La Farm Bakery, a

traditional French

bakery, oers a delightful

selection of freshly baked

goods. Choose between

15 types of bread,

complemented by 20 seasonal varieties. Enjoy a 

cup of coee alongside a delectable tart, pastry,

or sandwich made with their signature bread.

Photo: AS Food studio/shutterstock

Address: 4248 Cary Parkway, Cary, NC

Opening hours: Daily 7am–7pm

Phone: +1 919 657 0657

Internet: www.lafarmbakery.com

NOFO at The Pig Cafe

A cool, little place housed

in the old Piggly Wiggly

grocery store (thus the

pig decor). The cafe has

won many awards,

including Best Bloody

Mary, Best Brunch, Best Salads and Best Eggs 

Benedict. They also have a food market and a gift

shop.

Photo: Africa Studio/shutterstock
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Address: 2014 Fairview Road, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 821 1240

Internet: www.nofo.com

BARS & NIGHTLIFE
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At night, Raleigh buzzes with activity. Only a 

destination with the big-city energy yet

small-town approachability of Raleigh can act as

such a welcoming place to go out. An energizing

night awaits you, with crowds as varied as the

drink selections and a Southern-hospitality vibe

that the Raleigh area is known for.

Raleigh Beer Garden

Boasting the most beers

on draft in the world, the

Raleigh Beer Garden is

home to more than 350

taps as well as a full

liquor bar and

handcrafted food. The RBG features a dierent 

selection of beers on each of its three levels. The

selection is ever changing and can be discovered

on the website.
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Address: 614 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Daily 11am–2am

Phone: +1 919 324 3415

Internet: theraleighbeergarden.com

The Raleigh Times
With a rustic setting and

a diverse drinks menu,

the Raleigh Times bar is

packed any night of the

week. Crowds spill out to

the sidewalk tables for

the extensive oering of Belgian beers, North 

Carolina brewed favorites and more.

Photo: symbiot/shutterstock

Address: 14 East Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Sun–Thu 11am–11pm, Fri & Sat 11am–2am

Phone: +1 919 833 0999

Internet: www.raleightimesbar.com

Foundation

This underground bar

with an intimate

atmosphere has few seats

but many drinks on the

menu. Foundation serves

timeless cocktails, local

draft beers and bourbon.

Photo: Mateusz Gzik/shutterstock

Address: 213 Fayetteville Street, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Daily 4pm–2am

Phone: +1 919 896 6016

Internet: foundationnc.com

Havana Deluxe

Havana Deluxe is a

smoke-friendly bar

oering a selection of

cigars and whiskeys for

sophisticated customers.

Besides whiskey, you can

also order beer and martinis.

Photo: Igor Normann/shutterstock

Address: 437 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 831 0991

Internet: www.havanadeluxe.com/about-us
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Mitch’s Tavern

Thanks to its proximity to

NC State University, its

aordable prices, quaint

decor and full bar, this

tavern is very popular

among students. You can

join the crowd for an after-dinner drink and just 

relax. Interesting fact: a scene of the movie "Bull

Durham" was shot here.
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Address: 2426 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 984 200 0526

Internet: mitchstavernraleigh.com

SHOPPING

Drazen Zigic/shutterstock

Malls and retail areas create the decadent 

shopping scene of Raleigh. From the major

department stores of traditional malls Triangle

Town Center and Crabtree Valley Mall to the

exclusive shops and boutiques of open-air

Cameron Village and North Hills, you can enjoy

spectacular shopping in any part of the

destination.

Shops at Village District
The Village District, an

open-air shopping center

spanning six blocks,

oers a welcome respite

from the bustle of city

life. Explore over 100

businesses, including cozy restaurants and 

unique shops with friendly owners. The lush

landscaping and inviting atmosphere make the

Village District a comfortable gathering space

for locals and visitors alike.
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Address: 2068 Cameron Street, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 831 4900

Internet: www.shopvillagedistrict.com

Crabtree Valley Mall

Crabtree Valley Mall

provides shopping in an

upscale environment with

a unique mix of over 220

stores and restaurants

including such favorites

as Lego, Disney, H&M, Michael Kors, Pottery 

Barn, Apple, The North Face and Forever 21.

There are also more than 30 restaurants and

cafes where you can rest and grab a bite or a

drink.
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Address: 4325 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 787 8993

Internet: www.shopcrabtree.com

Raleigh Flea Market

With an average yearly

attendance of 2.4 million

visitors, the Raleigh Flea

Market hosts over 600

vendors of antiques,

collectibles, memorabilia,
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handicrafts, furniture, glassware, silverware and 

jewelry.

Photo: piyamas6445/shutterstock

Address: 4285 Trinity Road, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Sat & Sun 9am–5pm

Phone: +1 919 839 4560

Internet: www.theraleighmarket.com

North Hills

North Hills is a shopping,

dining and entertainment

district with nearly 100

stores and boutiques,

more than a dozen

restaurants, a bowling

lounge, health and tness services, day spas, 

stadium-style cinemas and year-round events.

Photo: adriaticfoto/shutterstock

Address: Six Forks Road, Raleigh, NC

Internet: www.visitnorthhills.com

Triangle Town Center

With 1.3 million square

feet of shops and

restaurants, Triangle

Town Center is a

shopping mall on two

levels with both outdoor

and indoor premises. Some of the brands you'll 

nd here are Foot Locker, Victoria's Secret,

Claire's, Vans and H&M.

Photo: Jack Frog/shutterstock

Address: 5959 Triangle Town Boulevard, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 792 2020

Internet: www.triangletowncenter.com

TOURIST INFORMATION

Olena Yakobchuk/shutterstock

Passport & Visa

Citizens of the Schengen

countries, the United

Kingdom, Ireland,

Canada, Australia, New

Zealand, Singapore,

Japan, South Korea,

Taiwan and the Kingdom of Brunei can visit the 

United States for up to 90 days without applying

for a visa (as well as citizens of Andorra,

Lichtenstein, Monaco and San Marino). Citizens

of these countries must obtain an ESTA

(Electronic System for Travel Authorization)

before traveling. All other travelers must obtain

a visa before visiting the United States.

International travelers need a passport that is

valid for at least 3 months after the end of their

intended trip to enter the country.

Photo: maramade/shutterstock

Best Time to Visit

Raleigh is best

experienced in the fall

and spring, when

comfortable temperatures

and stunning foliage

create an idyllic
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atmosphere. Autumn brings vibrant reds and 

yellows, while spring welcomes fragrant and

colorful blossoms. Winter, though cold, oers the

excitement of college basketball to oset the

chilly weather. Summer, however, is often

characterized by stiing humidity.

Photo: Sean Pavone/shutterstock

Internet: travel.usnews.com/Raleigh_NC/When_To_Visit

Raleigh–Durham International Airport (RDU)

Raleigh–Durham (RDU),

consistently ranked

among the most eicient

airports in North

America, serves Raleigh

and the Research

Triangle Region of North Carolina. RDU is 

located along the western edge of Wake County,

nearest to Morrisville, The Research Triangle

Park and Cary; it is midway between downtown

Raleigh and downtown Durham.

RDU’s two main terminals oer more than 400 

daily arrivals and departures on eight major

airlines. The airport also provides the latest

technology, dining, shopping and services to

make your travel experience more convenient

and enjoyable. Arriving passengers will nd a

variety of transportation options, ranging from

shuttles to airport taxis to rental cars to buses

and other transportation services.

Public transportation is available via the 

GoTriangle Route 100 and RDU Shuttle bus

routes, connecting the airport to the Regional

Transit Center, where riders can access routes

throughout the region.

Photo: Olena Yakobchuk/shutterstock

Address: 2400 John Brantley Boulevard, Morrisville, NC

Phone: +1 919 840 2123

Internet: www.rdu.com

Public Transport

GoRaleigh, the primary

public transportation

provider in Raleigh,

North Carolina, operates

27 xed routes within the

city and ve

regional/express routes in partnership with 

GoTriangle.

The GoRaleigh, GoCary, GoApex, and Woline 

bus systems oer a comprehensive network of

local routes, while GoTriangle serves the broader

Research Triangle Region, including Raleigh,

Durham, and Chapel Hill. Bus fares are

aordable, and many buses are equipped with

WiFi for passenger convenience.
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Internet: raleighnc.gov/transportation/service-unit/public-tra

nsportation

Taxi

Uber and Lyft operate in

Raleigh. You can use the

Curb app to order a

traditional taxi, too.
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Post

There are more than 25

USPS oices in Greater

Raleigh. Two of them are

located downtown.
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Address: United States Postal Service, 300 Fayetteville

Street, Raleigh, NC

Opening hours: Mon–Fri 9am–4pm, Sat & Sun closed

Phone: +1 919 828 9671

Internet: tools.usps.com/locations/details/1357559

Pharmacy

Chain pharmacies — CVS

Pharmacy, Walmart,

Costco, etc. — as well as

smaller neighborhood

stores operate in Raleigh.

While working hours may

greatly vary, a few are open 24/7. Pharmacy 

signs are often in red and white, and they are

often located inside department stores. Most of

the pharmacies sell both prescription as well as

over the counter medicine.

Photo: Bonsales/shutterstock

Address: Glenwood South Pharmacy & Market, 401

Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC

Phone: +1 919 856 9502

Internet: glenwoodsouthpharmacy.com

Telephone

Country code: +1 Area

codes: 919 and 984

Photo: Besjunior/shutterstock

Electricity

All power sockets in the

United States provide a

standard voltage of

110–120V with a standard

frequency of 60Hz. Plug

type A has two at

parallel pins.

Photo: Toru Kimura/shutterstock

Population
482,295

Currency
U.S. dollar, $1 = 100 cents

Opening hours
Most businesses are open between 9am and 9pm

Internet
www.visitraleigh.com

Newspapers
The News & Observer: www.newsobserver.com
Indy Week: www.indyweek.com

Emergency numbers
911

Tourist information
Visitor Information Center at Raleigh Marriott City Center
500 Fayetteville Street, Raleigh, NC
Open Mon–Sat 9am–5pm, Sun closed
+1 919 834 5900

Destination: Raleigh, North Carolina
Publishing date: 2025-01-04
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