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Situated at the crossroads of three great rivers – the Mekong, Tonle Sap, and
Bassac – Phnom Penh is the heart of a country steeped in tradition, overflowing
with rice paddies, jungles, and rural communities. Once a sleepy backwater,
Phnom Penh, now, buzzes with commercial activity as the country develops after
years of isolation. Old French colonial mansions stand alongside newly emerging
designs, which make the city’s mixed architecture and communities fascinating
to explore.
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THE CITY
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Phnom Penh took its name from a legendary tale 

involving a woman called Penh, who is said to

have discovered four Buddhas washed ashore by

the great river.

Following French colonisation in 1869, which 

lasted until King Norodom Sihanouk declared

independence in 1953, the city underwent

signicant urban development, marked by the

construction of impressive villas and wide

avenues that now dene its city centre.

However, the vibrant atmosphere of the 1960s 

was abruptly disrupted on April 17, 1975, when

the Khmer Rouge seized control of the country,

causing Phnom Penh to empty almost overnight.

After four years, Cambodians returned to rebuild

their capital from a small riverside village into

the bustling commercial hub it is today.

Despite its growth, Phnom Penh retains its 

unique charm as an unspoiled Asian gem, where

cyclo drivers navigate through a sea of

motorbikes, embodying the city's dynamic spirit.

DO & SEE
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Spend a day walking through the historical 

streets surrounding the Royal Palace, ride a

tuk-tuk hopping from market to market, and end

your day gazing at the shimmering lights

reecting o the Tonle Bassac. The city’s life

never ceases as the old and the new live

alongside each other.

Royal Palace and Silver Pagoda

Immerse yourself in

beautifully manicured

gardens, delightful royal

abodes, and the serene

calm of this classic

Khmer palace. The

throne, used for coronation and important 

ceremonies, sits in a nely decorated room. At its

side stands a small delightful ornate maisonette

oered by Napoleon III to King Norodom. Walk

across to the Silver Pagoda and observe the

golden Buddha, encrusted with 9,584 diamonds,

the largest one weighing 25 carats.

Please remember to dress a bit formally when 

visiting the Silver Pagoda—wear long trousers or

a long skirt.
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Address: Samdach Sotheros Boulevard 3, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7am–10am / 2:30pm–4:30pm

More Info: Entrance at the gate on Sothearos Boulevard,
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about 100 metres north of Street 240

Wat Phnom

Wat Phnom is said to be

the rst pagoda in town,

dating back to 1373. It is

located on a small hill and

locals come here to pray

for good luck. When

visiting Wat Phnom, be aware that due to the 

site’s popularity, there will be a number of

beggars, street urchins and other vendors trying

to gain your attention. Some may try to sell birds

in cages and you pay to set the bird free as

locals claim the birds are trained to return to

their cage afterwards.
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Address: Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7am–6:30pm

The Killing Fields & Choeung Ek Memorial

This eld reminds its

visitors of a time of brutal

executions and torture.

More than 17,000 people

were killed here during

the Khmer Rouge regime,

and today, there are mass graves and a memorial

stupa (a Buddhist reliquary) with thousands of

human bones. An audio tour tells the

heart-braking history.
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Address: Roluos Village, Sangkat Cheung Aek, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7:30am–5:30pm

Phone: +855 93 388 988

Internet: www.cambodianmuseum.org

More Info: 15km southwest of the city

National Museum of Cambodia
This red-stoned

traditional royal Khmer

building from the 1920s

oers a glimpse of the

Khmer Empire’s rich

heritage. With artefacts

dating back to pre-Angkorian times, the 

museum’s pieces are some of the only remaining

historical items that survived the Khmer Rouge.
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Address: Preah Ang Eng Street 13, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 8am–5pm

Phone: +855 23 217 643

More Info: Entrance at the corner of Street 13 and Street 178

Phnom Chisor Temple

About one hour's drive

from the city, you can

visit the ruins of the

Phnom Chisor Temple, a

temple from the

Angkorian era. From the

hill where it is located, you will have great views 

over the countryside, but keep in mind that it can

be very hot to climb all the way up during

midday.
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Address: Phnom Chisor, Stairway of Chiso Mountain from the

East, Takeo Province, Cambodia

Opening hours: Daily 7:30am–5pm

Phone: +855 69 568 375

Independence Monument

This tall building is a

symbol of Cambodia's

freedom from France,

gained in 1953. This

Angkorian-style tower is

mostly used as a

landmark now, but the parks surrounding it are 
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popular for picnics.
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Address: Intersection of Norodom Boulevard and Sihanouk

Boulevard, Phnom Penh

Wat Ounalom

This temple is the

headquarters of

Cambodian Buddhism,

and it's home to 350

moments. At the

entrance, ve golden

Buddhas welcome the visitors. It was founded in 

1443 and is conveniently located close to the

Royal Palace and the river bank.
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Address: Samdach Sothearos Boulevard, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 6am–6pm

Phone: +855 12 890 010

Tuol Sleng Museum

A former school known as

S-21, this building

became the hub of the

Khmer Rouge’s

interrogation and torture

of more than 17,000

‘enemies’ of the state. School rooms were turned

into cells and today victims’ portraits align the

corridors of this daunting building. This is an

emotional visit, a place to pay respect to the

victims of Cambodia’s tragedy.
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Address: Corner of Street 113 and Street 250, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7am–5:30pm

Phone: +855 93 388 988

Internet: https://tuolsleng.gov.kh/en

Email: info@tuolslenggenocidemuseum.com

Phnom Tamao Zoological Park and Wildlife
Rescue Center (PTWRC)

This is the biggest zoo in

Cambodia, and here you

can see many dierent

animals from the local

fauna. The Wildlife

Rescue Center saves

animals that have been trapped or injured, to set

them free again after rehabilitation. If you book

a tour, you will get the chance to see the sta's

heroic work and to meet some of the animals.
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Address: National Road No. 2, Takeo, Takev, Cambodia

Phone: +855 95 970 175

Internet: www.wildlifealliance.org

Email: wildlifetourspt@wildlifealliance.org

More Info: About 45 kilometres southwest of the city

Yoga Phnom Penh

For all the Yogis and

Yoginis out there, this is a

must-visit. At this

beautiful and calm studio,

you can attend dierent

kinds of yoga classes or

maybe one of their workshops. You can either 

pre-book a class or go to one of the drop-in

classes.
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Address: 39, Street 21, Preah Norodom Boulevard 41, Phnom

Penh

Phone: +855 77 541 975

More Info: Opposite Pagoda Wat Svay Popey, Near

TchoTchou School
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DINING
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Composed by a mix of Thai and Vietnamese 

cuisine, Cambodian cuisine is varied, simple and

delicious. A diet is usually based on sh and

soups while the local food oers healthy and

abundant Asian surprises. Khmer highlights are

sh amok (sh cooked in coconut) and

barbecued beef, which can be found on most

street corners in the early evening around the

Central Market. As the city is made up of many

communities including Vietnamese, Chinese and

Expatriates, there is a variety of delicacies and

restaurants catering to a large expatriate

community.

Malis

Stylish restaurant serving

an upscale Khmer dining

experience. Start the

evening by enjoying a

cocktail by the impressive

water fountain and

savouring avourful dishes like Takeo Sausages 

and Saraman beef.
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Address: 136 Norodom Blvd, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 6am–8:30pm

Phone: +855 23 221 022

Internet: https://malis.thalias.com.kh

Email: phnompenh@malis-restaurant.com

Khmer Surin

This sophisticated

restaurant oers good

Khmer and Thai food like

mango salad and

excellent amok in a

relaxing low seating

ambiance in an old wooden house. Even though 

the climate outside is hot and humid for most of

the year, the plants and water managed micro

climate will wipe the heat out.
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Address: 9, Street 57, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Sun-Sat 7am-10pm

Phone: +855 23 363 050

Internet: www.khmersurinrestaurant.com

Email: booking@khmersurinrestaurant.com

FCC (Foreign Correspondents Club)

Considered a Phnom

Penh landmark, FCC

overlooks the river with

its inspiring colonial

decor. They mainly serve

western dishes like fried

chicken with chips and some typical Cambodian 

food while you will also nd tasty pizzas on the

menu.
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Address: 363, Sisowath Quay, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 69 253 222

Internet: www.fcccollection.com

Pho de Paris Restaurant

This is a popular lunch

place to have local and

Vietnamese dishes, and

you will be amazed by

how high value for money

the food is. The menu

shows pictures of the dishes, so do not worry if 
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you can not understand all the native names.

Don't forget to try the traditional fresh spring

rolls and coconut shake.
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Address: 260 Preah Monivong Blvd (93), Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 6:30am–10pm

Phone: +855 89 308 525

Boat Noodle

You can nd extensive,

tasty, and aordable

Khmer at Boat Noodle.

Another reason to try this

out is the ambience. It

has the look and feel of a

traditional Khmer house, wooden decor, Khmer 

silk, surrounded by lush plants and shes

swimming in small ponds. Their English speaking

sta enable you to tone down the spiciness of

some dishes easily.
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Address: 184, St, Preah Trasak Paem St. (63), Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7am–8pm

Phone: +855 11 952 120

Do Forni

For night of romance and

delightful Italian cuisine

bring your loved one to

Do Forni. The food is in

the highest quality and so

is the service. This is the

place to indulge in Italian specialists like 

Saltimbocca Pork with Parma Hamand ne

wines.

Photo: Mauro Pezzotta/Shutterstock.com

Address: 26 Old August Site, Sothearos Boulevard, Phnom

Penh

Opening hours: Sun-Sat 6pm-10pm

Phone: +855 23 999 200

Internet: www.sotel-phnompenh-phokeethra.com/restaurant

s-bars/do-forni

Email: h6526-fb@sotel.com

CAFÉS
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Just like Siem Reap, Phnom Penh is a haven for 

fruit lovers. From mangoes of all shapes and

sizes to delicious mangosteens. All markets have

a fruit section, and sellers walk along most main

streets selling fresh papaya, pineapple, and

whichever fruit is in season. However, you will

still nd cafés serving a strong cup of coee and

Western-style pastries.

The Shop 240

Run by a Belgian couple,

The Shop 240 oers a

tasty selection of healthy

breakfast options,

delicious juices,

sandwiches, and quiches.

Splurge on the dessert selection and the 

homemade pralines.
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Address: Oknha Chhun St. (240), Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 6:30am–7pm

Phone: +855 92 955 963

Email: marketing@theshop-cambodia.com
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Feel Good Café
The coee at Feel Good

Café is made with lots of

love and here you can

choose from lattes,

cappuccinos, or other

western coee drinks.

They also have a menu oering lighter snacks, 

and it is a popular breakfast place.
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Address: House 79 Street 136, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 7am–6pm

Phone: +855 77 694 702

Internet: www.feelgoodcoee.com.kh

Email: info@feelgoodcoee.com.kh

BARS & NIGHTLIFE
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Known for being a city without limits, Phnom 

Penh’s reputation as a nightspot rings true. With

the local population out and about at night after

years of unrest, bars and clubs have

mushroomed in the last years.

Heart of Darkness

This popular night spot is

packed every night after

midnight. A mix of

backpackers, locals and

long term residents keep

the place grooving until

the sun comes up.
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Address: 38, Street 51 Pasteur, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 77 837 777

Elephant Bar

Set in the most luxurious

hotel in town, Le Royal,

the Elephant Bar’s happy

hour (4pm to 9 pm)

serves some of the best

cocktails in town. Dress

up and indulge in live piano music and 

comfortable seating. A must try is their Femme

Fatale cocktail, specically created in 1967 for

Jacqueline Kennedy during her visit to

Cambodia.
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Address: 92, Rukhak Vithei at Preah Monivong Boulevard,

Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 12pm-12am

Phone: +855 23 981 888

Internet: www.raes.com

Email: Dining.LeRoyal@raes.com

Score! Bar & Grill

This lively sports bar is

the perfect spot to catch

a live game or just have a

few beers while in town.

There is a huge screen on

the wall, which is visible

from every corner of the large sitting area.

Photo: g-stockstudio/Shutterstock.com

Address: 5, Street 282, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 8am-2am

Phone: +855 23 221 357

Internet: www.scorekh.com

Email: livesports@scorekh.com
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Top Banana
Top Banana is a

guesthouse and bar

popular among the hip

backpacker crowd. The

atmosphere here is very

laid-back, live band

performances are common, and new 

acquaintance is easily made. Don't miss the

outdoor rooftop area.
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Address: 9E0, Street 278, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 128 85 572

Email: topbanana.guesthouse@gmail.com

Bouchon

Bouchon is a trendy,

dimly-lit wine bar with

nice background music

and an impressive

selection of French wines.

With its unbeatable

location very close to the Royal Palace, this bar 

is an easy favourite among locals and expats

alike.
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Address: 82, Street 174, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Mon–Sat 4pm–12am

Phone: +855 77 881 103

Le Moon Rooftop Bar

For a great view of the

city at night, head to this

chill and relaxing bar at

the top of a hotel. The

drinks are well-made and

refreshing - a bit pricey,

but worth it for the beautiful location.
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Address: Amanjaya Pancam Hotel, 1, Street 154, Sisowath

Quay, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 023 214 747

Email: lemoon@amanjaya-suites-phnom-penh.com

Cloud

This garden bar in Tonle

Bassac has gained a

reputation as a chill,

comfortable cultural hub

in the city. They boast a

decor inspired by modern

urban art and indie aesthetic, surrounded by 

vegetation. Along with their careful choice of

beer, they also serve food. Board games are

available, and many kinds of events take place

here.
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Address: 32, Street 9, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Mon-Wed 2pm-11pm. Thu 2pm-11:45pm.

Fri-Sat 2pm-1am

Phone: +855 89 467 345

SHOPPING

Becca McHaie/Unsplash

Phnom Penh has an eclectic shopping scene. 

Some major international clothing chains have

already hit the town, and with the several

bustling markets and diverse communities,

everything is here—from fragrant markets to

modern malls.

Destination: Phnom Penh
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Street 240
Street 240, behind the

Royal Palace, oers

higher-end choices from

clothes to jewellery. The

Bliss shop sets the scene

with its beautiful silk

clothing, bedding and accessories. Further down 

is Veggies, the local delicatessen. The rest of the

street has small boutiques selling jewels, art and

antiques.

Photo: kowit sitthi/Shutterstock.com

Address: Street 240, Phnom Penh

Tuol Tompoung Market

Tuol Tompoung Market,

commonly known as the

Russian Market, is an

iconic destination oering

a sensory feast for

visitors, with its

labyrinthine lanes brimming with treasures 

waiting to be discovered. From traditional

Cambodian handicrafts and textiles to unique

souvenirs and local delicacies, the market caters

to every taste and preference.
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Address: Corner of Street 163 and Street 444, Phnom Penh

Central Market

The grand Central

Market, with its inspiring

art deco architecture,

oers an enormous

variety of products, in an

open and spread-out

space. Come here for clothes, produce, jewellery,

and all sorts of souvenirs and to get a feel for

what a bustling Southeast Asian market is like.
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Address: Central Market, Street 128, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Sun & Sat 7am–6pm

Sorya Center Point

The Sorya Center Point is

a modern shopping mall

located in the heart of

Phnom Penh. It boasts

eight storeys lled with a

plethora of shops

catering to every whim. From trendy fashion 

boutiques and electronics stores to beauty

parlours and jewellery boutiques.
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Address: 13-61, Street 63, Sangkat Phsar Thmei I, Khan Daun

Penh, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 9am–9pm

Phone: +855 16 556 608

Internet: https://soryacenterpoint.com

Email: info@soryacenterpoint.com

Night Market

No trip to Southeast Asia

is complete without a

visit to the local Night

Market, where exotic

mouthwatering foods are

sold by local vendors. The

variety of colours and avours make your head 

spin, and real bargains are available on all sorts

of items.
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Address: Preah Sisowath Quay, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 5pm–11pm
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Aeon Mall
If street hawkers and

market haggling are

getting a little too

overwhelming, head to

the air-conditioned Aeon

Mall and shop for

everyday items and clothing at a xed price.
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Address: 132, Street Samdach Sothearos, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 23 901 091

Monument Books

This bookstore is popular

with English speakers,

and sells more than just

books - here you will also

nd postcards to send

home, for example. There

is also a huge selection of toys here, so kids are 

likely to also have a great time.

Photo: Suzy Hazelwood  / Pexels.com

Address: 111, Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 12 731 333

Email: sambo@monument-books.com

TOURIST INFORMATION

Thea/Unsplash

Best Time to Visit
Cambodia has rainy

weather for half of the

year and dry weather for

the other half. The

seasons can be

subdivided into dry-cool

(November-January), dry-hot (February-May), 

rainy-hot (May-September) and rainy-cool

(October-November). You will nd the best

weather in the dry-cool season, with an overall

average temperature of 26°C—this is the most

popular time to go.

The rainy-cool season can be an alternative if you

want to avoid the crowds of tourists—the green

landscapes boast beautiful colours during this

time. However, so much rain might be

uncomfortable for some, and if you are planning

day trips, be aware that water may ood the

streets and make it impossible to reach smaller,

remote places. The rainiest months are August

and September.
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Passport / Visa

Visas to Cambodia are

available at airports and

land borders, as well as

online for citizens of most

countries. In order to

obtain one, make sure

you can provide a passport valid for at least six 

months and a passport-sized photo for your visa.

Visitors from an ASEAN member country do not

need a visa to enter Cambodia, as long as they

have a valid passport.

It's essential for travellers to check the latest 

visa requirements and entry regulations from the

Destination: Phnom Penh
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nearest Cambodian embassy or consulate or

through oicial government channels before

planning their trip to Cambodia.
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Phnom Penh International Airport (PNH)

Phnom Penh International

Airport (PNH) lies

approximately 10 km

from the city centre. The

easiest way to get to and

from the airport is by

taxi. It takes around 20-40 minutes depending on

traic. You can also take a tuk-tuk. Whatever

alternative you choose, you can buy a coupon

inside the airport terminal to avoid the hustle

outside.

Photo: Marco López/Unsplash

Address: Phnom Penh International Airport

Phone: +855 23 862 800

Internet: https://pnh.cambodia-airports.aero

Health and Safety Advice

While vaccinations are

not mandatory for

entering Cambodia, they

are highly recommended,

along with bringing

essential medications

from home, as they may not be readily available 

in Phnom Penh.

It's crucial to have comprehensive travel 

insurance as healthcare in Cambodia can be

costly, with upfront payments required, posing

signicant challenges in emergencies. Stay safe

by avoiding tap water, opt for bottled water

instead. Be sure to also pack (or buy there) an

insect repellent to fend o mosquito-borne

diseases.

Photo: Zhen H/Unsplash

Public Transport

Although many visitors

still often use tuk tuks,

cyclos or taxis to move

around the city, the

municipality of Phnom

Penh has recently

re-opened the 'Phnom Penh City Bus', an 

eicient public bus service that is a bit slower,

but more comfortable than the alternatives.

Moreover, they don't require you to negotiate

prices with the driver, as other means of

transport do. Bus tickets are cheap, and you can

nd transport apps on your phone.

Photo: kilarov zaneit/Unsplash

Tuk Tuks, Cyclos & Motorbikes

Navigate the bustling

streets of Phnom Penh

with ease by opting for

traditional modes of

transportation like

tuk-tuks or cyclos.

Tuk-tuks, a motorised vehicle common in 

Cambodia, oer convenient and exible travel

options, though agreeing on a price beforehand

is essential. Alternatively, cyclos, typically

operated by elderly countryside dwellers, oer a

slower but more scenic journey through the city

at a slightly lower cost than moto-taxis. For

added convenience, phone apps are available to

hail tuk-tuks and taxis. While motorbike rides are

popular for exploring, caution is advised due to

the city's chaotic traic and lax adherence to

road regulations.

Photo: Chetan Hireholi/Unsplash
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Taxi
There are two types of

taxis in Phnom Penh,

those with a meter and

those without. You can

nd them outside major

hotels or close to the

tourist attractions. If you choose a taxi without a 

meter, always agree on a price before you start

the journey.

Phnom Penh Taxi

+855 17 757 800

Phnom Penh Taxi Drivers

+855 92 994 227

Photo: Waldemar/Unsplash

Post

At the main post oices in

the city, you can buy

stamps and receive help

for sending parcels.

Always watch the carrier

put the stamp on your

postcard, letter, or parcel, otherwise, there 

might be a risk it will not reach its destination.

Photo: Sonia Kardash/Unsplash

Address: Cambodia Post - Corner of Street 13 and Street 102,

Sangkat, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Mon–Fri 7:30am–5pm

Phone: +855 023 428 080

Internet: https://cambodiapost.com.kh/home

Pharmacy
One of the biggest

pharmacies in Phnom

Penh is Pharmacie de la

Gare, which is located

next to the railway station

at: 124, Preah Monivong

Boulevard (93), Phnom Penh

+855 92 711 771

Opening hours: daily 8am–7pm

UCare Pharmacy is part of a recently opened 

pharmacy chain and oers one of the largest

stock of medicine (from France) in town.

Photo: Diana Polekhina/Unsplash

Address: UCare Pharmacy - 26-28 Sothearos Boulevard

corner St. 178, Phnom Penh

Opening hours: Daily 8am–10pm

Phone: +855 95 888 531

Internet: www.ucarepharmacy.com

Email: info@ucarepharma.com

Telephone

Country code: +855 Area

Code: 23

Photo: Wesley Hilario/Unsplash

Electricity

230 V, 50Hz

Photo: Mike Winkler/Unsplash

Population

Destination: Phnom Penh
Publishing date: 2024-05-06

https://cambodiapost.com.kh/home
www.ucarepharmacy.com


2.281 million (2023)

Currency
Cambodian Riel (KHR): 1 KHR = 10 kak = 100 sen

Opening hours
Most shops are open Monday to Sunday from 8am–7pm. 
Markets open from 6am–5pm. Stores and markets are only
closed on public holidays.

Newspapers
The Cambodia Daily: www.cambodiadaily.com
The Phnom Penh Post (bi-monthly): 
https://phnompenhpost.com

Emergency numbers
Ambulance: +855 023 724 891 (or 119 if you have a 
Cambodian phone number).

Police: +855 023 366 841 - +855 023 720 235 (or 117 if you 
have a Cambodian phone number).

Fire: +855 023 723 555 (or 118 if you have a Cambodian 
phone number).

Destination: Phnom Penh
Publishing date: 2024-05-06
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