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Payson, Arizona
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A gateway to the grand Mogollon Rim, peppered with lakes and rivers, Payson is
Arizona's diamond in the rough. It offers a unique blend of outdoor adventure
and small-town charm. With its abundance of lakes and rivers, Payson is a haven
for camping, hiking, fishing, and hunting enthusiasts. Explore the natural beauty
of the "Heart of Arizona" and discover its lively festival scene, including the
World's Oldest Continuous Rodeo and the Arizona State Old Time Fiddlin'
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Payson, established as a town in 1884, was
named after Senator Levi Joseph Payson, who
helped establish the first post office. Shortly
after, the town held its first rodeo, now
recognized as the "world's oldest continuous"

rodeo and held annually ever since.

Payson's 5,000-foot elevation creates a mild
climate, ideal for year-round outdoor activities.
Winter snow brings opportunities for
cross-country skiing and snowboarding, while
warm springs, summers, and falls invite
swimming, fishing, hiking, camping, and hunting.
Explore the Tonto National Forest, home to the
world's largest ponderosa pine stands, and
discover nearby rim lakes and trout-filled
streams.

DO & SEE

Billie Hanson/shutterstock

Much like its neighbor in Cave Creek, the Payson
area is rife with natural rock and water
formations. This gives way to a splendid
exploration of Payson's trails and lakes. There
are also educational opportunities for the whole
family.

Mogollon Rim

Formed 600 million years
ago, the Mogollon Rim is

the stupendous center of
: 2 Arizona’s geography.
Almost incongruously to

_ the rest of Arizona, the
Rim is lanket(;d in forests and grass. Such lush,
fertile land has led to an amazing diversity of
fauna: birds (including eagles), Rocky Mountain
elk, mule, and whitetail deer, black bears,
mountain lions, bobcats, foxes, javelina, and
coyotes all make the Mogollon Rim their home.
So drive, hike, or bike to the top of the Rim and

experience Arizona at its finest.

Photo: Tom Roche/Shutterstock.com
Address: Highway 87, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 527 3600

Internet:

www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recarea/?recid=54886
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Rim Country Museum & Zane Grey Cabin
Without the novels of

Zane Grey, it is quite

possible that Hollywood
M greats like John Wayne,
Shirley Temple, and

' — Randolph Scott would

b
have been lost on the world. Grey’s outstanding

Westerns became movies that launched the
careers of cinema mainstays, and his novels have
been published in over 20 languages, with
estimated annual sales between 500,000 and one
million copies worldwide. Now his cabin stands
as a historical site for visitors. While not
everything in the cabin is original, certain pieces
allow visitors to visualize Grey’s life in the early
20th century. Find cowboy boots, Grey’s original
saddle, a writer’s chair, a cot, and a bear rug.

Photo: BearFotos/shutterstock
Address: 700 Green Valley Parkway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 3483

Internet: www.rimcountrymuseum.org

Tonto Natural Bridge

Appearing like a scene
from an “Indiana Jones”
film, the Tonto Natural
Bridge is within a small

valley of forest and pine

P, _j?- = trees. Estimated to be the
largest natral travertine bridge in the world,
the bridge is 183 feet high and covers 400 feet
(150 feet at its widest point). Visitors and
adventurers may choose to stand at its top or
hike down to the valley.

Photo: renzedyk/Shutterstock.com
Address: Highway 87, Pine, AZ
Phone: +1 928 476 4202

Internet: www.azstateparks.com/tonto

Tonto Creek Fish Hatchery
. i Whether enjoying the

winter snow or the

% summer sunshine, the

: Tonto Creek Fish

: : Hatchery is bursting at
: _.1 the seams for

opportunities to hike, picnic, and observe

wildlife. This is a great educational experience

for the whole family, as guides at the Hatchery

teach about fish production and facts about the

wetlands. There are rainbow, brook, cutthroat,

and Apache trout produced each year, some

catchable. The streams and wetlands on Tonto

Creek are vital to the survival of Arizona’s

wildlife, so come and see why.

Photo: John A Patton/Shutterstock.com

Address: 3898 North Tonto Street, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 478 4200

Internet: www.azgfd.com/fishing-2/hatcheries-fisheries-mana

gement/fish-hatcheries/tonto-creek-hatchery

Fossil Hunting at Paleo Site

Visitors and locals can
feel like Paleontologists
at the Naco Paleo Site.
Invertebrate fossils
remain from the days in
which Arizona lay
beneath shallow seas some 40-50 feet deep—300
million years ago. Find fossils of the ancestors of
modern-day fish, reptiles, and insects.

Photo: mattxfoto/Shutterstock.com

Address: Paleo Site Monument, Highway 260, Payson, AZ
More Info: The Paleo Site is marked by a sign, approximately
12-13 miles east of Payson, just before the Kohl's Ranch
Turnoff.
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Shoofly Village Ruins
AT TR Take a self-guided tour
k into Arizona’s rich Native
¥ past. As the epicenter of
¥4 Southwestern prehistoric

cultures, the overall Rim
TP 4 Country served as home
to probably 1,000 dirent sites. The Shoofly
ruins themselves were occupied between 1000
and 1250 A.D. There were once 79 structures
with a large building at its center that housed 26
rooms averaging 37.4 sq. meters each. Visiting
the Ruins brings with it a newfound appreciation

for Arizona’s telling history.

Photo: Vitalii Masliukov/Shutterstock.com
Address: 1-5 Houston Mesa Road, Payson, AZ

Internet: discovergilacounty.com/shoofly-indian-ruins

Mazatzal Casino

The Mazatzal Casino has
over 400 slots, video
poker, a bingo hall, and
live black jack. Located
on the Tonto Apache
Reservation, Mazatzal

also has the award-winning Cedar Ridge
Restaurant. The Apache Spirits Lounge also
features weekly specials on cocktails, beer, and

wine.

Photo: welcomia/Shutterstock.com
Address: Highway 87, Mile Marker 251, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 6044

Internet: www.mazatzalcasino.com

Rim Country Fishing
@ S R There are a plethora of
B lakes from which to

4 choose in Arizona’s Rim
§ Country. Regardless of

® what fishermen are

G craving for the day, the
el 4

various lakes each have something unique to
offer. Check out the website to read about any of

the NINE lakes.

Photo: TygerGilbert/Shutterstock.com

Internet: adventurepayson.com/fishing

Payson Golf Course

Opened in 1959 and
designed by Frank

_ Hughes and Russell

| Zakariasen, the Payson
Gold Course is 18 holes of
beautiful green hills and
mountain vistas. There are 5,854 yards on the

par 71 course, with a rating of 67.

Photo: TORWAISTUDIO/Shutterstock.com
Address: 1504 West Country Club Drive, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 2273

Internet: paysongolfclub.com

Sky King Soaring

See Rim Country from the
skies with Sky King
Soaring. Take to the air
with scenic tours of the
Mogollon Rim and pine

country. Flights are given
for lay people, as well as airline pilots who wish
to obtain a glider add-on rating. Arizona from
above gives a whole new perspective.

Photo: begalphoto/Shutterstock.com
Address: Payson Airport, 806 West Airport Road, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 602 622 2257



www.mazatzalcasino.com

Destination: Payson, Arizona

Publishing date: 2024-11-06

ArrivalGuides

A SMARTVEL COMPANY

Internet: skykingsoaring.com

Staircase Waterfall

With refreshing water
and multiple swimming
* holes, the Staircase
Waterfall is a must see
for Payson visitors. The

< ':E . | Arizonan heat is easily
escapable in the depths of the waterfall, which
also serves as a massage of sorts.

Photo: Vavzhynyak Dasha/Shutterstock.com
Internet: www.onlyinyourstate.com/nature/arizona/stairway-

waterfall-az

Kohl's Ranch Stables

The scenic trails of Tonto

Creek may be explored on
) horseback with Kohl’s
Ranch Stables. The

8 guides lead the way as

_ guests try to spot the
wildlife: elk, eer,eagles, and more, there’s no
limit to the natural beauty!

Photo: Custom Photography Designs/Shutterstock.com
Address: 288 Kohls Ranch Road, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 480 931 3312

Internet: kohlsranchstables.com

Email: kohlsranchstables@wildblue.net

DINING

L9

haveseen/Shutterstock.com

Payson possesses a surprising variety of cuisine
for a smaller town. The town impresses with
steaks, Mexican, New American, and even Thai

restaurants.

Fargo's Steakhouse

| Fargo's Steakhouse has

been a go-to for fine
dining in Payson for over
‘ a decade. Along with

% lunch and dinner menus,
' - the bar serves martinis
and wines. Enjoy sandwiches, burgers, wraps
and salads. The happy hour menu, served from
3pm to 6pm, features sliders, wings, draught

beer, quesadillas and pizzas.

Photo: Africa Studio/Shutterstock.com
Address: 620 Highway 260, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 7455

Internet: fargossteakhouse.com

Aliberto's Mexican Food

If you are tired of the

% same old American style
2 of Mexican, try Aliberto's
Mexican food: tasty
dishes, great atmosphere
and fast service. You can

help é;ourself to chips and salsa while you wait

for your order.
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Address: 219 Highway 260, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 468 9000

Internet: www.alibertos.com/locations/alibertos-payson

Cedar Ridge Restaurant
/S With buffet specials
seemingly every day, the

Cedar Ridge Restaurant
* at the Mazatzal Casino is
_ an easy “yes” for

= N ' M vacationers. The
restaurant is oen fr breakfast, lunch, and
dinner. The ample seating makes it perfect for
large groups, whether there for a business
meeting or for a break from the tables.

Photo: vichie81/Shutterstock.com

Address: Mazatzal Hotel & Casino, Highway 87, Mile Marker
251, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 474 6044

Internet: www.mazatzalcasino.com/restaurants

Zane Grey Country BBQ & Great Pizza

| Located in the
picturesque Kohl’s Ranch
Lodge, Zane Grey

.' Country BBQ channels
the region’s Old Western
spirit. They serve

certified Angus Beef, and the Prime Rib is their
biggest hit. Besides dining, there is also a bar
and cocktail lounge. Guests may come for
breakfast and lunch.

Photo: Anna Grishenko/Shutterstock.com

Address: Kohl’s Ranch Lodge, 202 South Kohl's Ranch Lodge
Road, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 478 4211

Internet:

www.tophotelreservations.com/kohls-ranch-lodge/dining

Creekside Tavern

Creekside Tavern is
terraced along the banks
of Christopher Creek,
offering a scenic dining
experience. Start your

e day with steak and eggs,
or enjoy homemade soup for lunch. For dinner,
indulge in prime rib, ribs, seafood, fish and
chips, chicken, chops, burgers, or salads.
Complete your meal with a tempting dessert and
a selection from their fine wine and spirits menu.

Photo: Foodio/Shutterstock.com
Address: 1520 East Christopher Creek Loop, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 478 4557

Internet: cabinsatcreekside.com

El Rancho

| For three generations El
Rancho has been serving

: Payson authentic, Native

1 Mexican cuisine.

§ Traditional favorites are
served, along with tasty
American-Mexican fusion. The Philly Cheese
Steak Burrito is a yummy example of this, along
with the Chicken Mushroom Jack Fajitas. The
margaritas are award-winning, and El Rancho

even features children’s and seniors’ menus.

Photo: stockcreations/Shutterstock.com
Address: 200 South Beeline Highway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 3111

Internet: www.elranchorestaurant.net

The Randall House

= Stop by the Randall
House restaurant for

breakfast or lunch—or

% | both. Fresh fruits are
¥ used for the breakfast
plates, with fresh
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produce, vegetables, meats, and cheeses going
into the lunch dishes. Quality burgers and salads
are ever the popular selections, especially with
their housemade dressings and mixes. The soups
and quiche are homemade as well.

Photo: Playa del Carmen/Shutterstock.com
Address: 3821 North Highway 87, Pine, AZ
Phone: +1 928 476 4077

Internet: lacasarandall9.godaddysites.com

Pizza Factory

L ’ The Pizza Factory is

+* known for their delicious,
-2 made-to-order pizzas.

" Thin crust, old-fashioned
thick crust, cheese

specifications, sauce

- vl B
preferences—it doesn’t matter. They’ll make it.

They also serve pastas, salads, sandwiches, soup,

calzones, and appetizers.

Photo: vsl/Shutterstock.com
Address: Payson Village, 238 Highway 260, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 1895

Internet: www.pizzafactory.com/payson

Macky’s Grill

With the Single Burger
and Fireside Burger

§ headlining the menu,
Macky's has no shortage
: ; of great food in Payson.
—_— : . Yummy appetizers like
mushrooms and Texas Toothpicks (onion and
jalapeno coated in zesty batter) start off the
meal, followed by salads, chili, soup, hot dogs,

wraps, burgers, and more.

Photo: Lukas Gojda/Shutterstock.com

Address: Sawmill Crossing, 201 West Main Street, Payson,
AZ

Phone: +1 928 474 7411

Internet: mackysgrill.com

La Sierra Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican
cuisine straight from
Guadalajara Jalisco.

| Come to La Sierra for a
taste of Mexico right in
Payson. The atmosphere
is very casual, the service is efficient and friendly
and the food is simply great, with also a lot of
vegetarian dishes.

Photo: Iren Key/Shutterstock.com
Address: 800 North Beeline Highway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 468 6711

Internet: lasierramexicanrestaurant.site

CAFES

Andrey Bayda/Shutterstock.com

Payson's cafes and diners offer a charming
small-town experience with friendly service and
delicious homemade meals. Explore the cafes
dotting Beeline Highway or those nestled along
the creeks of the Mogollon Rim. Discover local
favorites and savor the flavors of Payson's

culinary scene.
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Beeline Cafe

- »

R No self-aggrandizing or
ostentatious substitutes
for good food and a cozy
atmosphere: Beeline Cafe
simply wants to make
guests feel at home with

breakfast and lunch.

Photo: Nitr/Shutterstock.com
Address: 815 South Beeline Highway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 9960

Email: beelinecafe@yahoo.com

Miss Fitz 260 Cafe

This place has been a
Payson staple for
decades. They offer
plenty of home-style food
at reasonable prices, the

waitstaff are uniformly

pleasant, the pies are awesome and the grilled
cheese super tasty. If you go to Payson, add it to
your list!

Photo: George Dolgikh/Shutterstock.com
Address: 803 Highway 260, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928-474-5881

Email: trav73321@maricopa.edu

Crosswinds

ol Whether flying into

Payson, seeing someone

off or just craving a bite
to eat, the Crosswinds is
sure to whet your
appetite. Breakfast,
lunch, and dinner are served at this
family-friendly cafe. The staff are always friendly
and the view of the runway is spectacular.

Photo: Brent Hofacker/Shutterstock.com
Address: Payson Airport, 800 West Airport Road, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 474 1613

Internet: crosswinds-restaurant.res-menu.com

Tiny's Family Restaurant & Lounge

| Tiny's, a classic diner in
Payson, provides a

_ welcoming respite after a
day of hiking the Rim or
L cruising on a motorcycle.
_ : Discover a taste of the
1970s with its ‘;etro decor and savor a delicious,
reasonably priced breakfast. This local favorite
offers a comforting menu of classic diner fare,
perfect for refueling and reminiscing about days
gone by.

Photo: 135pixels/Shutterstock.com
Address: 600 Highway 260, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 5429

BARS & NIGHTLIFE

gpointstudio/shutterstock

While Payson may not have an extensive bar
scene, there are a wealth of nightlife venues in
the surrounding areas of Phoenix, Scottsdale,
and even Pine. Expect an Old West feel with
many of Payson's bars. Saloons are a common

theme.
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The reviews are always
raving when it comes to
Buffalo Bar & Grill. Along
with serving fantastic
American cuisine, with a
lot of healthy and

trditional dishes, there's also a full bar and live

music, with a lot of original cocktails.

Photo: Cabeca de Marmore/Shutterstock.com
Address: 311 South Beeline Highway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 474 3900

Internet: www.buffalopaysonaz.com

Spur Bar

Spur Bar is a great bar
with friendly bartenders
and customers. The only
food they serve is their
Sunday breakfast and it is
very good; however, this

place has pool tables, a jukebox and
shuffleboard. Moreover, great drinks and some
local beers are also on offer.

Photo: Syda Productions/Shutterstock.com
Address: 3964 Highway 260, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928-472-7787

Internet: spurbarstarvalley.com

Sportsman's Chalet

Sportsman's Chalet is

. located in the nearby
town of Strawberry. Two
g stories of nighttime fun
can be found, with eating
and drinking taking place

on the first floor andbilliards more so on the
second floor. There is a full bar and a menu of
pub fare. The burgers are always freshly grilled
and cooked to order.

Photo: DwaFotografy/Shutterstock.com
Address: 5087 Arizona 87, Strawberry, AZ
Phone: +1 928 476 6484

Internet: www.instagram.com/sportsmans chalet nstay

Double D Restaurant & Bar
\ Double D's is a local
o J staple of good ole Payson
¥ charm. The ambiance is
= warm with rustic decor
™ and a friendly staff.

Sl & | There's a full bar and a
menu ith elicious od. Try the special Double
D burger (complete with green chilies, Swiss
cheese, and two meaty patties).

Photo: Stepanek Photography/Shutterstock.com
Address: 354 Johnson Boulevard, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 478 4332

Punkin Center Bar

Located in Tonto Basin,
the Punkin Center Bar

- has a volleyball court, 3
horseshoe pits, a bocce
e ball court, a shuffleboard
i -ii'l Lt 2 _-_. table, and 2 indoor pool
tables. The back patio makes for a wonderful

view of the Arizonan sunsets.

Photo: Gelner Tivadar/Shutterstock.com
Address: Highway 188, Tonto Basin, AZ
Phone: +1 928 479 2627
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SHOPPING

Hannarong Kamnim/Shutterstock.com

More antiques than high fashion, Payson's
shopping options are between art galleries,
crafts, and collectibles. Much of it is made by
local artists from the Rim, giving visitors the
unique opportunity to take a part of Payson
home with them. Take home something from
each of the selections below.

Main Street Mercantile

re + Positioned along the
historic Main Street, the
Mercantile is a prime

" destination for antiques,
memorabilia, and
astounding collectibles.
They invite guests to come experience Arizona's
earliest history while taking a piece of it home
with you.

Photo: AnastasiaNess/Shutterstock.com
Address: 216 West Main Street, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 468 0526

The Carpenter's Wife

| The Carpenter's Wife has
i received a plethora of
"Best Of" awards in
Payson. Come and shop
gifts, antiques, furniture,

home decor, resale name

brand clothing, jewelry, Gold Canyon Candles,

jams, soaps, and even items from local artists.

Photo: OZMedia/Shutterstock.com
Address: 112 West Wade Lane, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 472 7343

Tymeless Antiques & Treasures
Tymeless Antiques &
Treasures, located in

o {. f antiques. Explore a

N variety of furniture, home
cor, gifts, garden art, outdoor furniture,
primitives, and more, sourced from both vendors
and consignors. Discover unique treasures and
add a touch of timeless charm to your home and
garden.

Photo: bonzodog/shutterstock.com

Address: 3716 Prince Drive, Hardscrabble Mesa Road, Pine,
AZ

Phone: +1 928 476 4618

Internet: www.instagram.com/tymelessantiques

More Info: For more cool stuff, check out Tymeless Antiques
& Treasures Too less than a mile north from the original

store.

Wild Brush Gallery & Framing

The Wild Brush
specializes in custom
frames, ready-made
frames, repair &
restoration, glass
replacement, pre-cut

mats, shadow boxes, art supplies, special orders,

unique gifts, prints, and posters.

Photo: Red Octopus/SHutterstock.com
Address: 405 South Beeline Highway, Payson, AZ
Phone: +1 928 468 8696
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TOURIST INFORMATION
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Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport
(PHX)

Access to Payson via
Phoenix Sky Harbor

| International Airport

| (PHX). The airport is a US
Airways hub. All major

U.S. airlines, plus Air

Canada, British Airways, West]Jet, and
Aeromexico also operate out of PSHIA. Nonstop
service is available to roughly 80 domestic and
20 international destinations. The airport is 3
miles (4.8 km) from the central business district
with the Valley Metro bus route 13 serving all
terminals. Taxi access is through terminals 2, 3
and 4. SuperShuttle provides collective
transportation. The Rental Car Center is in its
own building at 1805 East Sky Harbor Circle
South.

Photo: Paul Cuoco/unsplash
Address: 3400 East Sky Harbor Boulevard, Phoenix, AZ
Phone: +1 602 273 3300

Internet: www.skyharbor.com

Passport/Visa

Citizens of the Schengen
| countries, the United
Kingdom, Ireland,
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Singapore,
Q Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan and the Klngdom of Brunei can visit the
United States for up to 90 days without applying
for a visa, as well as citizens of Andorra,
Lichtenstein, Monaco and San Marino. Citizens
of these countries must obtain an ESTA,
Electronic System for Travel Authorization,
before traveling. All other travelers must obtain
a visa before visiting the United States.
International travelers need a passport that is
valid for at least 3 months after the end of their

intended trip in order to enter the country.

Photo: Global Residence Index/unsplash

Best Time to Visit

e

Payson experiences hot

‘ summers with clear skies

| cloudy winters. For

and very cold, partly

warm-weather activities,
the best times to visit are
late May to late ]uly or early August to late
September, when average daily high
temperatures exceed 84°F. July is the hottest
month. While Payson often experiences cloudy
skies, the clearest skies typically occur between
April 9 and July 9.

Photo: Emily Vance/unsplash
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Public Transport

\ , The Beeline Bus provides

1 safe, reliable, and

2
-
—

accessible transportation
solutions to rural
communities in Payson,
Star Valley, and Mesa del
Caballo. Bus stops are conveniently located near
key businesses, with service running Monday

through Friday from 6am to 6pm.

Photo: Sampajano_Anizza/shutterstock

Internet: www.paysonaz.gov/community/beeline-bus

Payson Rideshare

Payson Rideshare offers
reliable taxi, limousine,
and rideshare services
throughout the region.
Contact them for pricing

outside of normal

business hours to ensure availability and
accurate fare information for your transportation

needs.

Photo: why kei/unsplash

Pharmacy

 Pharmacies in Payson
display signs at their
entrances indicating
which location is on duty
for night and weekend
hours, or if they offer

24-hour service. This ensures residents and
visitors have access to necessary medications
and pharmaceutical services outside of regular

business hours.

Photo: Diana Polekhina/unsplash

Address: Walmart Pharmacy, 300 North Beeline Highway,
Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 928 474 0034

Post

Sending parcels and
letters in the US is a

3 relatively straightforward
process. The most
common method is

: through the United States
Postal Service (UPS). The USPS offers a variety
of services for sending mail, including First-Class

Mail for letters and postcards, Priority Mail for
packages, and Priority Mail Express for
overnight delivery. To send a parcel or letter,
you will need to take it to a USPS post office or
use a USPS blue collection box. Use the USPS
website to find the nearest post office or
collection box to your location. Additionally, you
can also use private couriers such as FedEx and
UPS, which often provide a wider range of
services and faster delivery times, but generally

at a higher cost.
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Address: United States Postal Service, 100 West Frontier
Street, Payson, AZ

Phone: +1 800 275 8777

Internet: tools.usps.com/locations/details/1377024

Telephone

-1 Ll S Country code: +1 Payson

£

area code: 928
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Population
16,361

Currency
$1 U.S. Dollar = 100 cents

Opening hours
General opening hours for stores are 10am until Spm.



www.paysonaz.gov/community/beeline-bus
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A SMARTVEL COMPANY

Internet

Www.paysonaz.gov
www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/payson
adventurepayson.com

Newspapers
Payson Roundup: www.paysonroundup.com

Emergency numbers
911

Tourist information

Payson Parks, Rec and Tourism
1000 West Country Club
Payson, AZ

+1928 474 5242




