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Asturias is a region of splendid beaches, unspoiled nature, dotted with rich
architectural, industrial and cultural heritage. Apart from the region’s
uncrowded beaches, there are lively inland cities and areas of great natural
beauty.

There are several major destinations in the Asturias region, including the cities
of Oviedo, Gijon and Aviles, along with the scenic village of Ribadesella. Our
guide includes tips and information concerning these four key Asturias locations.
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Oviedo, the capital of the Principality of Asturias,

is a lively university town and has been one of

northern Spain’s most important industrial cities

since the 19th century, thanks to nearby coal

mines. The region’s three major cities – Oviedo,

Gijon and Aviles – are all within 20 kilometres of

each other and less than an hour’s drive from the

airport, which is also close to the region’s

Atlantic beaches.

Although Gijon is not the regional capital, the 

city is larger and in many ways more modern

than Oviedo. Heavily damaged during Spain’s

civil war, it was extensively reconstructed during

the second half of the 20th century, and is a

major seaport. Its historic centre stands above

the sea on a small peninsula, surrounding the

frivolously charming Palacio de Revillagigedo

and the Plaza Mayor. Gijon is more than just an

industrial city. In the summer it attracts crowds

of visitors from all over the region to the long,

sandy beach within walking distance from the

centre.

The principality’s third city is Aviles. Like Gijon, 

it is mainly an industrial city with a historic core.

The hub of the old quarter is the Plaza de

Espana, overlooked by the Iglesia de San

Francisco and the Iglesia de San Nicolas, both

dating back from the 14th century. The arcaded

streets around the square are lined with

restaurants and cafés and are the liveliest on

summer evenings.

Ribadesella is claimed to be one of the prettiest 

seaside towns in Asturias. Here you can nd a

clutter of old Neo-classical houses clustered on

either side of a wide river mouth, and a harbor

full of yachts and shing boats, surrounded by

tapas bars and seafood restaurants.

DO & SEE
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Relics of earlier eras are scattered in and around

the cities, including many pre-Romanesque

churches and other buildings dating back to the

8th and the 10th centuries, when Asturias was

one of the few regions of Christian Spain to

remain unconquered by the Moors, who occupied

most parts of the Iberian Peninsula.

The region was a cradle of prehistoric 

civilisation, and remarkable cave paintings may

be seen at the Cueva de Tito Bustillo in

Ribadesella. Almost one-third of the region has

been designated as a region of outstanding

natural beauty, and four nature reserves have

been given UNESCO Biosphere status.
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DINING
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There are many places to eat in and around the 

cities, especially in the old town areas. Typical

dishes include the famous bean stew, cheese,

rice pudding, and delicious seafood.

CAFES
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Finding a place to have coee in Spain is not 

hard, as it teems with cafés. There are many

kinds of coee to choose from: ask for the café

solo (black coee), the café doble (double

espresso), or the café con leche (coee with

milk). Do not forget to try the Spanish donut,

churro.

BARS & NIGHTLIFE
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Oviedo and Gijon are real night-owl cities. 

Thanks to its large student population, Oviedo

has a lively after-dark scene, centred around

Calle Mon and the narrow streets surrounding it.

This is where there are more than 100 spots to

drink and chill, many of them with live music.

Most bars stay open until 3am on weeknights

and are open as late as 5.30am on weekends.

Dance clubs are open until 5.30am or even as

“late” as 7am.

In Oviedo, you will nd plenty of sidrerias (cider 

bars) along Calle Gascona, where many people

start and nish the evening with a visit to a club

in between. El Rosal is the heart of the younger

nightlife scene, while the El Cristo area is full of

more sophisticated spots attracting a more

mature audience.
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SHOPPING
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Asturias (and Oviedo in particular) is famous for 

its handmade leather and calfskin goods,

including handbags, shoes, coats and luggage.

Some of the top shops in Oviedo are to be found

on Calle Gil de Jaz, Calle Uria and the

surrounding streets. Likewise, main shopping

spots in other towns are concentrated in the city

center.

TOURIST INFORMATION
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Population
Asturias region 1,077,000

Currency
Euro, €1 = 100 cents

Opening hours
Shops are usually open Mon-Fri 9am-2pm and 5pm-8pm, Sat
from 9am-2pm and closed on Sundays. Shopping malls are
open daily from 10am-9pm, except on Sundays. Most
restaurants are open for lunch from 10am-4pm and for
dinner from 9pm-midnight.

Newspapers
La Voz de Asturias
La Nueva España
El Comercio

Emergency numbers
Emergency: 112
Police: 091
Fire Brigade: 080

Tourist information
Centro de Información Turística del Principado de Asturias
Plaza de la Constitución, 4, Oviedo
Open winter Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm. Summer Mon-Sun 
9.30am-7pm.
+34 902 300 202 / +34 984 493 785
citpa.oviedo@asturias.org / infoasturias@asturias.org
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Avenida de

Aureliano San

Román

C1 D1 Calle de Calvo Sotelo B3 B4 Calle Francisco Cambo A2

Avenida de

Colón

A3 Calle de Campoamor B2 Calle Frigills A3

Avenida de

Fernández

Ladreda

D1 Calle de Campomanes C3 C4 Calle Fuente del Prado C4 D4

Avenida de

Galicia

A3 B3 Calle de Caveda C2 Calle General Zuvillaga B3

Avenida de las

Segadas

A4 B4 Calle de Cervantes B2 B3 Calle Gil Bias C4

Avenida de

León

B4 Calle de Covadonga C2 Calle González del Valle B2 B3

Avenida de los

Monumentos

A2 B1 Calle de Facetos A2 A3 Calle Hermanos Menéndez Pidal A3 B4

Avenida de

Pando

C1 Calle de Foncalada C2 Calle Huerta de Otero D3

Avenida de

Pumarin

C2 Calle de Fray Ceferino B2 C1 C2 Calle Joaquina Bobela C1 C2

Avenida de San

Pedro de los

Arcos

A2 B2 Calle de Fruela C3 Calle José Tartiere A3

Avenida de

Santander

B2 C2 Calle de Fuertes Acevedo A3 Calle Juan Escalante de Mendoza C3 D3

Avenida de

Torrelavega

D2 D3 Calle de González Besada B4 C4 Calle Juan Varela B1

Avenida de

Valentin Masip

A3 Calle de Guillermo Estrada A3 A4 Calle Julián Cañedo D4

Avenida del

Cantábrico

C1 D1 Calle de la Independencia B2 Calle La Regenta A3

Avenida del

Cristo de las

Cadenas

A4 Calle de La Lila C2 Calle Llano Ponte C2

Avenida del

Mar

D1 Calle de La Tenderina Alta D2 Calle Los Pilares A2 B2

Calle A D4 Calle de Leopoldo Alas C4 Calle Los Reyes Católicos D1

Calle Albeniz D1 D2 Calle de Lorenzo Abruñedo B1 Calle Los Tilos D3

Calle Alejandro

Casona

A2 A3 Calle de Marcos Peña Royo A2 A3 Calle Luis Braille C2

Calle Alferez

Provisional

B3 Calle de Martinez Vigil C2 D2 Calle López del Vallado D3

Calle

Almacenes

Industriales

B1 B2 Calle de Menéndez Pelayo B1 Calle Manuel Estrada A4

Calle Alvares

Lorenzana

A4 B4 Calle de Otero C4 D4 Calle Manuel Fernández Avelló D1

Calle Alvaro

Florez Estrada

A4 B4 Calle de Pedro Masaveu B4 Calle Marcelino Suárez A2
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Cadenas

Calle Angel

Cañedo

D2 Calle de Quevedo B1 C1 Calle Mariscal Solis A2

Calle Aniceto

Sela

B3 B4 Calle de Quintana C3 Calle Marqués de Gastañaga C3

Calle

Arquitecto

Tioda

A2 B2 Calle de Ramiro I A2 Calle Marqués de Pidal B2 B3

Calle Arturo

Alvarez Buylla

A3 Calle de Sacramento C4 Calle Marqués de Santa Cruz de Maracenado B3 C3

Calle

Arzobispo

Guisasola

C3 C4 Calle de San Lázaro C4 Calle Melquiades Alvarez B2 C2

Calle Asturcon A4 Calle de San Mateo C4 D4 Calle Monte Cerrau A4 B4

Calle B D4 Calle de San Melchor Garcia Sampedro C4 D4 Calle Monte del Sueve B2

Calle Benjamin

Ortiz

C2 Calle de Santa Susana B3 C3 Calle Monte Gamonal B2

Calle Cabo

Noval

C3 Calle de Torrecerredo B1 Calle Muñoz Degrain B4 C4

Calle Calderón

de Barca

C1 Calle de Uria B2 C3 Calle Naranjo de Bulnes B2

Calle Canóniga C3 Calle de Victor Chavarri C2 Calle Nueve de Mayo B2 C2

Calle Cardenal

Cienfuegos

B4 C4 Calle de Vázguez de Mella A2 Calle Padre Aller A2

Calle Celestino

Alvarez

A4 Calle del Comandante A3 Calle Padre Buenaventura Paredes C2

Calle Celestino

Villamil

A3 A4 Calle del Comandante Bruzo C2 D2 Calle Palmira Villa González C1

Calle Ciriaco

Miguel Vigil

A3 Calle del General Elorza C2 Calle Peñasanta deEnol A2 B2

Calle

Comandate

Caballero

B3 Calle del Padre Suárez C4 Calle Policarpo Herrero A4

Calle Conde de

Toreno

B3 Calle del Rosal C3 Calle Postigo Bajo C3 D3

Calle

Constanino

Cabal

B3 Calle Diecinueve de Julio C3 Calle Puerto de Pajares D1

Calle Coronel

Aranda

B3 Calle Doctor Bellmunt A4 Calle Puerto de Tama D1

Calle Coronel

Bobes

B1 B2 Calle e la Argañosa A2 Calle Purita de la Riva D4

Calle Dario de

Regollos

D3 Calle El Emigrante D4 Calle Pérez de La Sala B4

Calle de

Antonio Maura

A2 Calle El Mayorazu D3 Calle Rafaél Altamira A3 A4

Calle de

Asturias

B2 B3 Calle Escultor Folgueras A2 Calle Ricardo Montes B1

Calle de C3 D2 Calle Fernando Vela C2 Calle Santa Teresa de Jesús B3
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Azcarraga

Calle de

Bermúdez de

Castro

D1 Calle Fernández Vapalleja C1 Calle Satumino Fresno C1

Calle de

Burriana

A3 A4 Calle Francisco Bances Candamo A2 Calle Schultz C3
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Calle Teniente Alfonso Martinez D2 Jesus Saenz de Miera C1 Plaza de San Miguel C4

Calle Valdés Salas B4 Pepe Cosmen B2 C1 Plaza de Toros A3

Calle Velázques D2 Plaza Daoiz y Velarde C3 Plaza General Primo de Rivera B2 C2

Calle Vetusta D3 Plaza de América B3 Plaza Luis Ruiz de la Peña D1

Calle Victor Hevia A2 Plaza de Castilla B4 Ronda Sur D3

Calle Villafria D4 Plaza de España B3 Viaducto Marquina B2

Destination: Asturias
Publishing date: 2022-07-29


