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Biarritz Tourisme

BIARRITZ

They all used to come here from Napoleon IlIl
Sinatra. Biarritz used to be the Monte Carlo of
coast. The glamour has faded, but thanks to wi
other water sports, the city has rejuvenated. It
perfect destination for a relaxing weekend brez
with some of the best food.



THE CITY fashionable, on the entire Atlantic co.
Surfers congregate at several beache:
from Biarritz all the way up to Hosseg

Biarritz Tourisme

In medieval times Biarritz was an

unassuming fishing and whaling

community. Spotters would perch on the

Atalye p.Iateau above the v-|IIage and us|5O & SEE

smoke signals to tell the villagers when

whales were nearby. Whaling was

important to the village s existence into the

17 th century.In the 18 th century though,

Biarritz took its first steps towards

becoming a tourist destination when

Comtesse de Montijo spent two lazy family

holidays here. During the following

century, the town s popularity grew. Kings

and queens of nations and the silver B/arritz Tourisme

screen were visitors. Bette Davis, Frank

Sinatra and Rita Hayworth all came to Hotel du Palais

explore the Monte Carlo of the This is one of the world s grand hotel
Atlantic.Today, the city is primarily a Eugénie, wife of Napoleon IIl, createc
tourist destination, but still manages tdhe end of the 19th century. It still to
maintain its character and steer clear o¥vVer the northern end of Grand Plage.
tackiness. This is mainly because mostVisit is well worth the time, in fact, it
visitors come from nearby Spain and fré&hmost a must see the interiors and
the rest of France.Biarritz is also a stoptfosphere are reminiscent of a bygo
the world of surfing. Grand Plage and Pah&e(See also the Hotel section.)
do Port Vieux is where surf shops suchAd&ess: 1 Avenue de | Impératrice, 64200 Biarritz

O Neill and Quiksilver are located.There 4§’ *3% 999 416 400

no- need to rush in Biarritz. T-he city are | ateau de | Atalaye

fairly small, and _you can easily see_ The views of the Atlantic waves crash
everyth.ln'g there IS, to see even (_ju”ng_%ver the cliffs below are dramatic. Th
short visit. One thing worth setting as'%vehere the whale watchers (mentioned

time for is the morning market in Les
Hall - th . } ¢ habove) would have been on the lookol
alles. Tr e c s own mamia, fres S . .
y 'y W ' statue of the Virgin Mary, raised in 1¢

curd sheep s milk.Grand Plage is the clgésm

) rcﬁes on one of the cliffs. Nearby i
beach, and Miramar Beach the most . ..
guaint Place Ste-Eugénie square and



old fishing port Port des Pécheurs. from a passing slave ship in the 19th

Address.: Place Ste-Eugénie square, Biarritz century. Local SpeCialitieS are served
two dining areas and on the terrace.
Eglise Alexandre Newsky Auberge de la Négresse is a few mile:

A Russian Orthodox church on the Atlarmstoath of Biarritz.

may seem a bit out of place. But just Address: 10, boulevard Marcel Dassault
before the Russian revolution in 1917, FPhone: +33559 231 583

many aristocrats arrived here, bought a

piece of land and built a church. Chez Albert

The locals frequent bistro Chez Alber
the old fishing port. This seafood
restaurant serves large portions of oy
clams and crab. Large enough to fill
anyone up. Nice views from the outdo
patio.

Address: 8 Avenue de L Imperatrice

EATING

Address: Rue du Port Vieux
Phone: +33 559 244 384
Internet: www.chezalbert.fr

Bleu Cargo

Bleu Cargo is next to the beach in Ilb
south of the city. It is one of the mos
charming places to eat dinner and waf

T f h h i
wo factors the ocgan and the prOXIm'tr}'ye sun set over the ocean. Go for the
to Basque Country influence the

¢ ts in Bi it This | d tthe_rraces, and choose one of the fish
restadrants in Biarritz. 's 152 9000 00fes. There is also a bar with DJ mi

as Basque cooking has lately been praised
. Address: Villa Itsasoan avenue llbarritz 64210 Bidart
as the best in Europe. It can be hard tO,,,0: 433 559 243 630

find simpler, less pricy restaurants in

Biarritz, but they do exist. Le Clos Basque
A place for those who want to try
Les Platanes traditional Basque cooking at its best

The most creative cooking in Biarritz cadcals eat large hearty meals on the
be found in the kitchen of chef Locatelishadowy terrace of Le Clos Basque. T
Bruno, at Les Platanes. He creates newwaiters are pleasant, but not very fas
dishes as often as most other restaurantss a good idea to get some tapas to
change their tablecloths. It is up to hisyou over.

waiters to tell guests what is on the meNWess: 12 rue Louis Barthou

at the moment. Les Platanes, located irfharme: +33 559 243 630

idyllic house in a quieter part of town, is
fairly expensive. Bistrot des Halles

) The area around Biarritz s food marke
Address: 32, avenue Beausoleil

Phone: +33 559 231 368 many small, charming restaurants, ma

of them serving Basque cuisine. One ¢
Auberge de la Négresse most popular with visitors and food
This restaurant is named after its first workers alike is Bistro des Halles. T

owner, a woman who managed to escapeéhree-course evening menu is very go



value for money. BARS & NIGHTLIFE

Address: Les Halles, rue du Centre -
Phone: +33 559 242 122

CAFES

The area around Port Vieux, Biarritz
port, is full of bars, as is place

Clemenceau. Just outside the city nese
casino, are a handful of large discos,

Le Ventilo Caffe all their advantages and disadvantage
Le Ventilo Caffé, with its kitsch art dec‘Phe relaxed surfer attire is worn by tf

interior, attracts locals and trend Conswgﬁﬁthiest of visitors alike, who have
visitors alike. Good for an aperitif, or jé'isstcarded the tackier Riviera style.
to meet people. Come back here in the

evening for some good DJs and dancingBar Jean

Address: 30 bis, rue Mazagran The proximity to Spain is apparent at

Phone: +33 559 243 142 .
crowded Bar Jean, close to the indoor

market. Bullfighting posters look dowi

Next door to Le Ventilo Caffé is Bar de49ests drinking sangria "f‘”d eating taj
Marine, and just like its neighbour it There are also a few dining tables for
attracts both locals and tourists. Good Who prefer proper meals.
music, unpretentious decor and good  Address: 5 rue des Halles

. . . . Phone: +33 559 248 038
drinks. At night this area transforms in{Qemer: www.barjean-viarritz.com

party central.

Bistro de la Mairie

Address: 28, rue Mazagran Cote 57
Phone: +33 559 248 771 This luxurious bar du jour by Cote de:
) . Basques is mainly frequented during t
Chai Ramina . .
day and the evening. Lounge on a div,

Tr.lose' in to minimalism m'th get a sip a drink, and watch the sun set ove
migraine here the decor is very cIutteE%gan

Those who aren t bothered will have a
i . X i Address: Cotes des Basques

better time. Chai Ramina is close to thejone: +33 559 222 783

food market.

Address: 11 rue Poissonnerie 64100 Bayonne Bar Impérial, Hoétel du Palais

Phone: +33 459 593 301 Many of Biarritz s visitors want you tc
they are staying at classic H6tel du P
but few can afford it. One way to
experience the luxury of a bygone era
come in for a Dry Martini under the
chandeliers at the hotel s Bar Impéria



Address: 1, avenue de | Impératrice
Phone.: +33 559 416 400 S I— E E P I N G

Café O

Café O is a bar and restaurant with a large
outdoor patio and an ethnic interior decor.
There are live bands playing everything
from jazz to soul several nights a week.
Café O stays open late during the summer.

Address: 7, Boulevard du Général de Gaulle
Phone: +33 559 220 432

Hoétel du Palais

One of Europe s classic luxury hotels
rooms have great views, and each is t
size of any other hotels lobbies. Anti
line up between the pillars, shimmerir
the light from the chandeliers. Happil
there are a few modern details, like a
conditioning and a swimming pool.

SHOPPING

Address: 1, avenue de | Impératrice
Phone: +33 559 416 400
Internet: www.hotel-du-palais.com

The range of shopping options in Bia”if\lzere Chocoa

covers everything from Basque handicracfﬁocoa is located just outside of Biar
to cool surf shorts and expensive desigflﬁirs family-run hotel has only five roc

labels. Surf brand Quiksilver has ties t% ‘g(rege white villa, surrounded by a p

area and their wares can be found in m‘a‘QYden. Breakfast can be taken on the

of the shops, as well as in their own St\?(reeranda. Because the number of room
by Grand Plage Beach. Other brands,

spacious and tastefully decorated, is

including O Neill, have shops on the belallr%rllted, it pays to book well in advanc

and around Place du Port Vieux.The most

. . . Address: 28, rue Larreguy
expensive shopping is along avenue Phone: +33 608 338 435
Edouard VII, including Natacha at numbelfrnet: www.nerechocoa.com
3 and Hermés at number 19, as well as
along rue Mazagran and around place HoOtel Palym
Clémenceau.Red Basque berets, fabrics' € Lacoume family offers 28 clean r

and handicraft are available from the shbgfe old part of the city. Some room

at Place du Port Vieux. More contempordffr than others, so ask when makin
Basque craft, in the form of colourful YOUr reservation. Some also face the

clothes, can be bought from 64 rue street, which can get noisy at night. T

Gambetta.Stock up on sausages, chees&0rt Vieux beach is just over 100 yar
Serrano ham, and other delicatessen tr@8¥&Y:
at the indoor food market. Paries on PlA®deess: 7. rue du Port Vieux

i Phone: +33 559 242 583
Bellevue sells delightful chocolate. Internet: www.le-palmarium.com
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