Population:
Approximately 13 million in
Greater Istanbul

ISTANBUL

PUBLISHING DATE: 2010-02-09 COUNTRY CODlI

Currency: Contents: The City, Do & See, Eating, Cafes, Bars & Nightlife

. Sleepin Essential Information, Maps
New Turkish lira YTL. Six zeros . "'"9 P

have been deleted from the

p revious curren Cy an d 1 YT L I(,sopyright © 2007 Fastcheck AB. All rights reserved. For more information visit: www.arri\
equal to a million old lira.

Opening hours:

The official opening hours for
shops are 9.00-18.00. Howeve
some traders and shops stay

until midnight.

Most hotels will have at least
24 hour restaurant.

Internet:

www.istanbul.com
www.istanbultourist.com
www.istanbullife.org
www.istanbulguide.net/istguid

Newspapers:

English language:

Daily Turkish News
www.turkishdailynews.com
www.turkishpress.com

Emergency numbers:
112

ISTANBUL

Tourist information:
Arrival hall at airport
tel +90 212 663 07 93
Hotel Hilton

tel +90 212 233 05 92
Railway station Sirkeci
tel +90 212 511 58 11
Hippodrome

tel +90 212 518 18 02
www.istanbultourist.com

It s easy to lose yourself In Istanbul s grandio
modern Istanbul is a simmering metropolis, wel
in its own right. The shopping is world class al
pulsates around Taksim Square. Even though I
longer the capital, it s still the town the count|
and cultural centre, where new trends are crea
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THE CITY DO & SEE

Constantinople, the centre of the Byzanhtum&ish Baths

Empire which lasted over a thousand It s said that if you ve never tried a T
years, later became Istanbul, the capitdlabh then you ve never been rally cle:
the Ottoman Empire for almost 500 yeaflshe visitor moves through several hot
The city is a mixture of Europe and Asiagoans and finally arrives at the mass:
unique urban composition. A stroll aroutacble for a real going over. Men and
Sultanahmet, inside the city walls, amowgmen bathe separately. Exceptions ¢
mosques, museums and the Great Bazaartade at certain times for tourists. He
is a trip through both history and daily dife.recommended bathhouse:

Modern Istanbul is on the other side of@Qhemberlitas Hamam. Situated near the
Galata Bridge in Beyoglu, around TaksiBiazaar, this is the oldest hamam in tc
and the northern suburbs with lots of gamd was reputedly built by the master
restaurants and shopping. Istanbul s architect Sinan.
Asiatic quarters have avoided much of w&@ress: Vezirhan Cad. No: 8, Cemberlita_
tourism and have retained a more Phone: +90 212 522 79 74 _
Internet: www.cemberlitashamami.com.tr
humdrum character. Waterways play a
central role in the life of the city and boat
traffic on the Bosporus, the Golden Horn
and the Sea of Marmara is extremely
intensive. Along the banks you can find
small cafés where you can enjoy a glass of
tea and magnificent views over the town.

Topkapi Palace

The palace of the sultans with its mar
courtyards and gates is more reminisc
of a fossilised camp than a palace. Tl
are several special museums in the art
The Treasure Chamber, where the fam
dagger and Spoonmaker diamond are |
real rarities of the collection, and the
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harem, where the sultan s wives and Boat trips

children lived, is not included in the tickedts travel along the shores of the
to the palace. Bosporus from Emindni. They chug qu
Address: Babihimayun Cad., Sultanahmet under the bridges that connect Europe
Phone: +90 212 512 04 80 Asia. One hour away is Anadolukavag
little Asiatic fishing village with lots
pleasant restaurants. You can travel t
largest of the Prince Islands with a S

Aya Sofya
Aya Sofya is a remarkable mixture of

Chrlstlanlty and Islam a c,thurc.h with departing from Kabatas below the
minarets and a mosque with pictures OfDoImabahge Palace. If you want to vi

the Virgin Mary. The building is one of lInhoere of these islands you can take th
wonders of world architecture which Wagrdinary boat from Eminénii
only surpassed after a thousand years by

St. Peter s church in the sixteenth Centé‘FXat Bazaar

Address: Ayasofya Meydani, Sultanahmet

The Great bazaar attracts many peopl
Phone: +90 212 522 17 50

far too many if you come at rush hour

Sultanahmet Or The Blue Mosque a good idea to arrive early in the mor
Built at the beginning of the sixteenth anql enjoy a cup of tea in one of the ¢
century, this is the only mosque in IstaW}Bilst the bazaar comes to life. There
with six minarets. The building was givépousands of stalls, selling virtually

its name by the 20,000 blue Iznik tiles €vVerything; carpets, gold, cloth, spice
used in its construction. The bazaar is a world of its own and i

. easy but fun to get lost in the teen
Address: Hippodromen, Sultanahmet .
Phone: +90 212 518 13 19 alleyways. (See shopping)

Address: Carsikapi Cad. Beyasit, Sultanahmet
Sileymaniye
Sileymaniye is the largest mosque dativEgAT|NG
from 1557 and also contains the
mausoleum of sultan Sidleyman and his
wife Roxelane. The master architect Sinan
built many of Istanbul s mosques during
the 1500s and is buries next to the
mosque.

Address: Prof Siddik Sami Onar Cad. Sultanahmet
Phone: +90 212 514 01 39

Chora Monastery / Kariye Camii
The Monastery was founded in the fifthA meal often begins with meze, a num
century and contains wonderfully beautpffusmall dishes such as aubergine pur

frescos and mosaics dating from borek, various salads and cheese. Fil
1000-1300 representing the Virgin Maryvegetables such as tomatoes, paprika
and the life of Jesus. aubergines and zucchini with rice and
Address: Kariye Camii Sok. Edirnekapi minced meat is typica”y Turkish (d0|n
Phone: +90 212 631 92 41 There are special restaurants that onl

serve kebab or kéfte, meatballs. Look
Kebabci or Kofteci. Simpler restauran
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called Lokanta. Kumkapi

A district near Sultanahmet with many
Four Seasons good fish restaurants.
The luxury Four Seasons hotel is a Address: Kumkapi. Sultanahmet

converted prison from around 1800 neatrternet: www.kumkapirestaurants.com

the Topkapi Palace. The restaurant is in a _ _

round outbuilding on what was once thegslsitj?saray Fish Market And Cicek
rison yard, and here you can eat like a
grince y y Halfway through the market runs the

Nevizade, a lane with a string of gooc

Address: Tevfikhane Sokak 1, Sultanahmet -
value Meyhanes, traditional taverns.

Phone: +90 212 638 82 00

Internet: www.fourseasons.com/istanbul/dining.htm/ flower thoroughfare next to the marke
reconstructed restaurant street, but it
Pandeli little more expensive here.

A lunch restaurant on the first floor of I\Dﬁess;
Spice Bazaar, decorated with blue Iznik
tiles. Serves traditional Turkish food wié:hAFES
some Greek dishes.

Istikldl Cad., Nevizade, Beyoglu

Address: Misir Carsisi 1, Eminéni
Phone: +90 212 527 39 09

Yakub 2

Situated on a side street to Istiklal Cad.
And the owner, Yakub Arslan, serves
traditional meze to bohemian regulars and
cultural celebrities.

Address: Asmali Mescit Cad. 35-37Beyoglu
Phone: +90 212 249 29 25 Patisseri Pera
Time has stood still here since 1892

Refik . .
) you almost expect Mata Hari to sit do!
Situated round the corner from Yakub 2

] . the next table to enjoy one of the deli
and run by one of his relatives. Serves .
pastries.

homely Turkish classics that will make you
Address: Pera Palas, Mesrutiyet Cad. 98, Tebebasi, Bey
want to return.

Address: Sofyali Sok. 10-12, Tinel, Beyoglu
Phone: +90 212 243 28 34

Pierre Loti Kahves

This café is rightfully renowned for it
Rejans fantastic view over the Golden Horn.
A little difficult to find, but worth the EXtremely popular with Turkish familic
trouble, Rejans is on a side street to @and tourists.

Istiklal Cad. Started by Russians after Afidgess: Eyip

1917 revolution, it has retained its

aristocratic atmosphere and fine Russian

cuisine.

Address: Olivio Gecg¢idi 15, Beyoglu
Phone: +90 212 244 16 10
Internet: www.rejansrestaurant.com
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SLEEPING Hotel Poem

Two old wooden houses with a garden
near Aya Sofya, where all the rooms &
named after poets. Some have views
the Bosporus and

Address: Akblylk Caddesi, Terblylk Sokak No:12 Sultar
Phone: +90 212 638 97 44
Internet: www.hotelpoem.com

BASIC
Hotel Hippodrome

A pink, three-storey building with a te
looking over the Blue Mosque. Traditi
interior with lots of genuine or iental
carpets. Rooms are decorated in warnm

Because of inflation, prices are usually
shown in euros or dollars.

EXCLUSIVE

Pera Palas Hotel colours.

Pera Palas, built in 1892, is an antiqueAddress: Mimar Mehmetaga Cad. 38, Sultanahmet
. . Phone.: +90 212 517 68 89

gem. Built for passengers on the Orient,, ., ,q; www.hippodromehotel.com

Express, numerous heads of state, authors

and artists have stayed here. The décoRAitarat

old-fashioned and oriental, far removedAll rooms are individually decorated i

from modern trends. The lift is an Byzantine style by the Greek artist Ni
experience in itself. Papadakis. The Blue Mosque is nearb
Address: Mesrutiyet Cad. 52 Rooms with views cost a little more.

Phone: +90 212 222 80 90

Internet: www.perapalas.com Address.: Torun Sok. 3, Sultanahmet

Phone.: +90 212 516 04 11
Internet: www.ararathotel.com

Hotel Richmond

A centrally situated hotel, close to bothESSENT|AL INFORMATION
Taksim and Tunel. Good café on the

ground floor and occasional belly-dancing

in the restaurant. Standard rooms are

comfortable but not very large.

Address.: Istikldl Cad. 227
Phone: +90 212 252 54 60
Internet: www.richmondhotels.com.tr

GOOD VALUE
Ayasofya Pansiyonlari

A completely unique environment
immediately behind Aya Sofya. The
wooden houses from the 19th Century
have been lovingly renovated and the
rooms have a delicate, old-world charm

Airport
The international airport Atatirk Have
Limani is near the Sea of Marmara, ar
25 km from the city centre. Buses run
Taksim Square every 30 minutes, jour
fparess: Sugucesme Sok. Sultanahmet time 45 min, cost 10 YTL. Taxis cost
Internet: www.ayasofyapensions.com euros. The simplest and quickest jOUI‘
by Metro to Aksaray and takes around
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