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ABCELONA
Placa de catalunya 17 - baseme ful H hi H
Rambla de Catalunya 123. pra ,:anm ul architecture and hip restaurants have

Tel +34 932 853 834 with the sunny southern Spanish climate and b

. transform Barcelona in just a few decades fronm
www.barcelonaturisme.com ) )

city to one of Europe s if not the world s pr

destinations. It is simply the city offering almo

to almost everyone. But, Barcelona is also the

that over the top thing to the really craving on

Stroll along La Rambla, admire the Casa Calve
the Casa Mila designed by Gaudi, visit the Mar
Boqueria or shop at ElI Corte Inglés. Or why no
of the many bars, cafés and late night haunts?
it all.
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THE CITY DO & SEE
© Osborne von Waldegg © Osborne von Waldegg
Like many other cities on the Much of the attraction of Barcelona is

Mediterranean, Barcelona was founded bify s wide range of sights. The archi
the Romans. The original settlement, cahledlesign nerd, the football fan, the
Barcino, was a small port located on thkistorian, the city planner there is
same spot as today s cathedral. The towamething for all of them in the most
was overshadowed by Tarragona, the self-assured city on the Mediterranea
capital of the province. Both the Visigov¥hsit to Sagrada Familia, Casa Mila ar
and the Moors invaded Barcelona. Howela&sa Calvet is a must when visiting
their influence was not as important to Blaecelona. Fastcheck s Barcelona gui
future of the city as the arrival of the guides you through some of the city s
Franks in the late 9th century. It was aknown sights.

that point that Barcelona and Catalonia

started shaping their own identity,

different from the rest of Spain.

This is most apparent in the language.
Spanish, or Castilian, has many Arab
words, while Catalan has many French
words instead. So Catalan is not a Spanish
dialect, but a language in its own right,
related to other Romance languages.
Barcelona s history is seen everywhere in
the city. The oldest areas are by the sea,
including the shopping enclave Barri G%tic

] ) agrada Familia
On the other side of the main boulevar . R . .
La R bla is the | q R | distri ige craziest building site in the worlc
m n r a r . .
a _a ats € _ege ary va 'S Iéaudl s genius, and the fact that the
Until the 1980s this was the slum area, .
i ) cathedral will never be completed, ma
home to the city s own Chinatown (Barrio . .
} ) ) i even more astonishing.
Chino) and the red light district. Today

d . h d f h d .Address: C. Mallorca 401
esigner shops an catres ave move Inlernet.' www.sagradafamilia.cat
Further north is fashionable Eixample, the

area created as a result of the 19th Nou Camp

century expansion of the city. FC Barcelona is much more than just
football club. Sometimes it feels as if
carries the whole nation s pride on ite
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Usually full of people enjoying traditiomglend much time in the 4 Gats during
Catalan cooking. Try the crema catalangoputh and also had his first exhibition
the Catalan version of créme caramel. Itthesgreat room.

considered to be the best in Barcelona.aggress: caite montsio, 3
Phone: +34 933 024 140

Address.: Passeig d’Isabel Il 14
Internet: www.4gats.com

Phone: +34 933 193 033
Internet: www.7portes.com (in Spanish)

Tapas Bars
Colibri Spend an evening sampling the now w
This haute cuisine eatery pioneered famous tapas dishes. Start with some
modern market cooking. The combinatiosimple cold cuts at La Taberna la Con
of atmosphere, the general ambience ofReal, on Calle Heures 6-1. After that,
the place, and the produce all owe theipver to Opago on Calle Ciutat 10, and
fresh appeal to the Boqueria food marketder the tarrina de alcachofas, articl
Address: Casanova, 212 with cheese or carpaccio with duck. F
Phone: +34 934 432 306 at Xampanyet, on Calle Montcada 22,
Internet: www.restaurantcolibri.com

the anchovy banderilla and smoked tu

Casa Leopoldo with goat s cheese.

Sample Old Barcelona both in terms of )

interiors and the menu, which is rich inCAFES
traditional fish and seafood dishes.
Montalban, the city s own literary Ly
commentator, crime novelist and gourm ==
was a regular here.

Address.: Sant Rafael 24
Phone: +34 934 413 014
Internet: www.casaleopoldo.com

Montjuic el Xalet
In the middle of Montjuic mountain, in & Les/ie Banks
fully restored building, you will find the fine
dining restaurant Montjuic el Xalet. Hefearcelona s cafe culture is half Italia
you can enjoy Valencian specialties as GPdnes with its own set of simple rules
as a magnificent view of Barcelona, whid@fé con leche (café amb llet in Catal
surrounded by natural open spaces. for breakfast, preferably with a croiss
Address: Avenida de Miramar 31 Barcelona Mid-day’ especially after a meal’ the
Phone: +34 933 249 270 have an espresso, café solo (un café)
fnternet: www.gruptravi.com cortado (un tallat), which is an espre:
with milk. Café Americano is what son

4 Gats
L [ I w r wn version f
4 Gats offers delicious Catalan food an\goau d ca atered do ersions of t
two , first coffees. In the afternoon, or

charming atmosphere, as well as a piece, of )

. . dinner, order a café solo corto, a stro

history. The restaurant was founded in O f & |

. . . espresso, or a carajillo, a café solo w

1987 by waiter Pere Romeu, inspired byS P ish b q J
. . . ni ran .

Le chat Noir in Paris, where Romeu pants a y

previously work. Picasso s fans should be

. . Café Zurich
thrilled to know that the artist used to o i )
Zurich is one of Barcelona s prime
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gathering spots, which makes it perfectekgpransive view from the slopes of
people watching. The kissing greetings Taimddabo. Either on the terrace or beh
checking of wristwatches for that late dtdte wall-to-wall picture windows. Afte
never seems to stop. You will be askedworm s-eye view from Barri Gotic or E
settle your bill when your coffee arrive8.orn, it can feel good to have Barcelc
That way you can leave when you want.your feet.

Address: Plaga Catalunya 1 Address: C/ Manuel Arnds, 2
Phone: +34 933 179 153 Phone: +34 934 188 559
Internet: www.cafezurich.com

La Vinya del Senyor

Cafée de L OPERA o Still the best place to sample wine in
I'f there s no room at Zurich, head OVelBarcelona with its location opposite t

here. Many of the street merchants frorrE)eautiful church of Santa Maria del M

La Rambla come here. the great range of good wines (which

Address: La Rambla 74 regularly replenished) and the excelle

Phone.: +34 933 177 585 . .

Internet: www.cafeoperabcn.com tapas menu. Open-alr restaurant in th
church square.

BARS & NIGHTLIFE Address: Placa Santa Maria 5

Phone: +34 933 103 379

Dry Martini

It looks like a gentlemen s club, whic!
makes it very "up to date". Perfect fo
drink before or after dinner.

Address: Aribau 162-166
Phone: +34 932 175 072
Internet: www.drymartinibcn.com

© Lillis Photography R
Schilling

Barcelona stays awake while the rest ofSChiHing Is a friendly, fairly intellect
place, close to La Rambla and Barri C

Europe sleeps! Nightlife starts late, i .
. . .Ifsyou walk around the Barri Gotic yol
preferably at a bar. Spaniards believe it . )
most certainly walk pass it a couple o

smart to eat while drinking, so most bars

times.
also serve food, and generally tapas.
. . ) . Address: Ferran 23
Barcelona s trendy nightlife is in a consiaBat+s4 933 176 787

state of change. This makes it impossidfg/net www.cafeschilling.com

to list the hippest bars and nightclubs. The

) . Marsella
best advice is to ask around for the Iatesat

. . This bar, deep inside the Raval area,
and greatest places, especially in fashion

where Jean Genet spent time in the
and record shops, or to approach people

who you think might know. In the company of thieves and prostitutes.

. .. Absinthe is available, as are amateur
meantime, Fastcheck s Barcelona guide

suggests the below places for a night oturta_nsvestlte theatre shows.

Address: Sant Pau 65
. Phone: +34 934 427 263
Mirablau

Have a drink enjoying the city s most

@ FASTCHECK
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Mur-Mar There are also trains to and from
Reliable, but somewhat worn, apartmenBarcelona, but then you also have to
hotel close to everything. organize transport between the centet
Address: La Rambla 34 Girona and the airport.

Phone: +34 93 318 26 12
Internet: www.apartamentosmurmar.com

Internet: www.aena.es and www.emt-amb.com

Public transport

Tickets for the underground can be bc
from travel information booths and frc
stations. They are valid for one trip a
cost approximately -1.50. Bus tickets
bought from the driver. Travel cards f
one to five days can be bought online
www.tmb.net.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

The website also has timetables and
suggestions for things to do in Barcel

© Elena Korenbaum

. Taxi
Fastcheck s free Barcelona travel guide )
. . : Barcelona s black and yellow taxis ca
provides you with some essential

information before your trip. At the endhg*led on the street, at stations or ca

the guide you will find maps and streetby telephone. Standard fares apply .
index between 06.00 22.00 from Monday Fri

at all other times, including public ho
fares are higher. Remember that drive

Airports ) h o | i ch d
Aeropuerto de Barcelona (BCN), often have ml.nlma sma C ange. an
not take credit cards. Radio taxi

Barcelona s airport, is 13 km southeast i
from the CBD. Several bus companies compantes.
serve the different terminals every 15 Barnataxi
minutes before leaving for the city s Phone: +34 933 581 111
centrally located Plaza de Catalunya

Square. Tickets are -4.25 one-way. Lodaanotaxi

trains leave for Barcelona every 30 Phone: +34 933 001 100
minutes and cost approximately -2.80.

Taxicabs charge -15-21 on weekdays afRfdio Taxi

a bit more at weekends. Phone: +34 933 033 033

Girona airport lies about 100 km from tE’%st
center of Barcelona, and there are threg ) ) i
. The main post office at Plagca Antoni |
ways of getting between the two places,
Is open 08.30 21.30 from
They will take you to Estacio d Autobus®$ 00 13.00 on Sundays for certain

Barcelona Nord. services.

A taxi costs around -120. A better option

might be to stay overnight at Girona andharmacy
travel by bus the next day. Chemist s shops in Barcelona take tur
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