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THE CITY DO & SEE

© Aleksandar Kolundzija © Adrian Beesley

A look at the map of the city shows thaAmsterdam s fantastic architecture is
there are almost as many canals in theseen from a sightseeing boat on the
centre as there are streets. While mostcanals. Visiting at least a couple of a
streets look more like alleys - short andhuseums and one of the modern galle
narrow - the canals are much wider. Fofs must in this elegant, cultured city \
this reason, not many Amsterdam also, on the other hand, offers high c¢
residents drive a car in the city it is eafoietball. There is plenty to do and se
to travel round by boat or tram. Apart fAomsterdam.

this, bicycles are the most popular and

practical means of transport in Amsterd@anal Boats

but it is also an excellent city to exploRightseeing boats depart continually ¢
foot. the day from the Central station, Dam
Admittedly, you can easily get lost in and the Rijksmuseum. The guided toul
Amsterdam, where the streets wind rouf@ke 45 minutes. Other alternatives ai
like threads in a spider s web. But it s @anal bus, with eleven stops close to
nice place to get lost in. Beautiful houdRuseums and shopping streets, or the
facades, tulip sellers, street musicians hgyeum boat which circulates betwee|

crowds of people is Amsterdam in a the museums.

nutshell. Wandering aimlessly between Atqkp’eess: From the Central station, Damrak and the
. . Rijksmuseum
Central Station and Vondelpark is Internet: www.canal.nl

entertainment by itself. Anybody looking

for more serious entertainment will neitWatking Around Amsterdam

be disappointed. In recent years, an The narrow 17th century houses have
increasing number of modern restauraniarge windows at eye height, so you c
and bars have opened in areas such assee a lot more than just the beautiful
Jordaan and De Pijp, even though facades. Some exciting areas to walk
Leidseplein still has the densest around in are:

concentration of restaurants. Present-df\P{e Dam square with the Koninklijk P
Amsterdam is more about cocktails in (Royal Palace) built in 1665, Nieuwe

modern lounges, but the national menta(lhté(w Church) built in the 15th centur
is extremely liberal and social. Here,

everybody can be themselves and still fife Old Church (the city s oldest buil
in. dates from 1302 and is situated on

Warmoesstraat. Western Canal Belt

MAKE YOUR TRIP START AT HO ME | WWW.ARRIVALGUIDES.COM () FASTCHECK
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(Herengracht Keizergracht Prinsengraé‘h’fﬁss-' 20 Polonceaukade, Westergasfabriekterrein
' ' Phone: + 31 (0)20 488 9430

consists of charming small streets Internet: www.dekunstfabriek.com
Containing shops galleries and cafes More information: Bus 18 from the Central Station

Ajax Football Museum
%tnching a league match in Amsterda

of art by Vincent van Gogh, there are aYVs'Bh Ajax, the home team, is great fur

a lot of works by other impressionists, SUER A yog are not |nte.reste.d in foott
as Monet and Gauguin The mood in the arena is animated, b

friendly. Tickets are sold via www.aja
Address: Paulus Potterstraat 7, Museumplein ) ) .
Opening hours: Open daily 10.00-18.00 There is also an AJaX museum in the
Phone: +31 (0)20 570 5200 stadium which is open daily 10.00-17.
Internet: www.vangoghmuseum.nl
More information: Tram 2, 3, 5, 12 to Van Baerlestraat andAb@liress: Amsterdam Arena, Arena Boulevard 29
24 to Museumplein Phone: + 31 (0)20 311 1444

Internet: www.ajax.nl
More information: bus 50 and 54 to Bijlmer

Van Gogh Museum
In addition to the world s largest coIIethvi

Rijksmuseum (National Museum)

One of the world s most exclusive art
collections. Among the 5000 works, EATING
Rembrandt s Last Supper is definitely the
finest.

Address: Jam Luijkenstraat 1

Opening hours: every day 10.00 - 18.00

Phone: +31 (0)20 674 7000

Internet: www.rijksmuseum.nl/

More information: Tram 2 and 5 to Hobbermastraat or 12 to
Concertegebouw

Anne Frank Huis (Anne Frank s House)
. . . . © Ronald van der Beek
This is where a Jewish family, the Franks,

hid from the Nazis during World War I1I. )
. The Dutch eat soup and sandwiches f¢

They were betrayed and their daughter i )
lunch, often with a glass of milk. Just

Anne died in a concentration camp. Aftelg , , ) ,
. . the English, they like their chips, and
her death, the diary was found and it ) ) )
waffle kiosks like the Belgians. A locz:
became world famous. Frequently a lon

queue but least crowded a few hours %peciality is bitterballen (bitter ball
before closing kind of fried cheese croquette which i

served as a snack with beer at cafes.
Address: Prinsengracht 267

Opening hours: March 15 through September 14 daily from mlght not sound very elevatlng from a

9:00-21:00, Saturdays from 9:00-22:00. In July and Augustgiestronomic perspective, but Amsterd

museum is open daily till 22:00. September 15 through Marc .
14 daily from 9:00-19:00. &1so known for having some of the be:

Phone: +31 (0)20 556 7100 Turkish and Indonesian restaurants in
Internet: www.annefrank.org
More information: Tram 13, 17 to Westermarkt Europe.

In addition, common themes in the mo
Galleri De Kunstfabriek popular restaurants are stylish but
The Art Factory has recently moved to Be¢¥asant decor, simple but well cooke
premises in a hip location, food made from first-class ingredients
Westergasfabriek. There are always a relaxed atmosphere. Amsterdam hou
exciting exhibitions to be surprised abonqé.ny innovative restaurant trends. Th
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latest developments are ecological fineAddress: Hobbemastraat 2
o ) . . Phone: + 31 (0)20 616 6664
cuisine, trendy restaurants in historicalnrernet: www.the-mansion.ni
buildings and multi-function pIaces Whe/l/fzge information: tram 2, 5 to Hobbermastraat

the restaurant also functions as a bar and

night club. Local _ _
No longer new, but still a very nice pl
De Kas for an early dinner. Two long tables a

The restaurant is housed in a renovateé)nIy kebabs on the menu. Large groug

greenhouse built in the 1920s and servedn book a table. Other people line u

ecological fine cuisine. The chef decidesshare a table with strangers/new frier

the three-course menu of the day on th@ddress: Westersiraat 136
) ) o Phone: + 31 (0)20 423 4039
basis of the availability of good raw More information: tram 3, 10 to Marnixstraat
materials, in consultation with the
restaurant s own market gardener. Perf@d¢teon

for business dinners etc. Book a table &otel Arena has taken over the Odeon

couple of weeks in advance, phone old 17th century brewery which has be
between 10.00-17.00. completely renovated to form an all-ir
Address: Kamerlingh Onneslaan 3 place; brassiere, restaurant, bar and
Phone: +31 (0)20 462 4562 plus cultural events such as exhibitio
Internet: www.restaurantdekas.nl i i
More information: Metro 9 to Hoegeweg concerts. Daily special menus of thre
four courses for about -40. Do not mi
Envy the photographic art with a 17th centt

Domestic charm and minimalism with theme in the cocktail bar. Visit their \
up-to-the-minute Italian hors d oeuvrespage for opening hours.
and fine wines. The chef s menu costs adless: singel 460
but Envy is a delicatessen bar, so you @#fe * 31 (0)20 521 8555
Internet: www.odeontheater.nl

just have a glass of wine and some tap&8sre information: tram 1, 2, 54 to Koningsplein
Half of the tables can be booked, half are

drop in only. BARS & NIGHTLIFE

Address: Prinsengracht 381

Phone: + 31 (0)20 344 6407

Internet: www.envy.nl

More information: Metro 1, 2, 5 to Spui

The Mansion

Restaurant, bar and club. The restaurant is
one flight up and consists of three
crowded, beautiful rooms with a relaxed
atmosphere. More jeans than suits. The
innovatively prepared Chinese hors

d oeuvres taste d.|V|ne. Book a table a It is easy to have fun in Amsterdam. I
couple of weeks in advance. Phone

people feel that the Brown cafes -
between 18.00-19.00 (after that, there is a .
| . Amsterdam s typical pubs - have neve
telephone answering machine).

been better. Bar life is friendly, relax
and lasts for a long time. The locals ¢
early and return home late. Many plac

© Rob Harpenau
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have a cafe, bar, restaurant and night @atmrs). If you have eaten here, you d
on different floors. have to queue up and pay =10 for ent

The dance clubs might feel too small fof® the night club in the cellar at midn
somebody who is used to flashy clubs ith come as early as eight o clock for
NY, LA or London. But these clubs can %%cktail in one of the three bars. Fan
just as entertaining - and completely mojitos in the lounge.

crazy! Hip, laid-back or sophisticated jd&¥ess: Hobbemastraat 2
Underground: 2, 5 to Hobbermastraat

choose. Internet: www.the-mansion.nl

Werck Alto

The city s best bar for after-work on a Legendary jazz bar, not far away from
Friday is close to Anne Frank s house iheidseplein. Here, in a building renow
Jordaan. Good-looking staff and guestsfor its high music quality, there is an
who want to enjoy themselves. High informal, pleasant atmosphere.

chat-u P factor. Address: Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 115

. Internet: www.jazz-cafe-alto.nl/
Address.: Prinsengracht 277

Internet: www.werck.nl
More information: tram no. 13 or 17 to Westermarkt Jim my Woo

The most popular night club in town, |
De Herengracht difficult to get into after midnight bec
The restaurant offers food, drinks and Atihe queue. Entrance -12. Good DJs
Well-dressed, well-off thirty-something?)len,[y of action on the dance floor in

come here at around nine o clock to d”@é‘llar The top floor with lounge has |

wine. designed to look like an opium den. O
Address: Herengracht 435 23.00-05.00.
Internet: www.deherengracht.nl
More information.: tram 1, 2, 5 to Konigsplein Address: Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 18
Internet: www.jimmywoo.nl
More information: tram 6, 7, 10 to Leideplein
Helden

Mme Jeanette, a popular De Pijp bar ha@lub More Amor

changed its name to Helden, but still fel%l%ontrast to Amsterdam s fashionabl
exactly right. Simple, tasty, low pricedlounges, this is a place focusing 1009
food and a good place to start a pub crgwlce More Amor was founded in 200
Cocktail price start at -6. De Pijp, sou%&’fquickly became one of Amsterdam

the Singelgracht canal, has closely-spag@fgjest clubs. The interior decor ha
bars, popular with young people wearing,j,oq and the music varies widely. C
designer jeans and sneakers. Round th‘?he

corner, you can find places like Kingfisher,
Address: Rozengracht 133

latest on their web site!

18Twantig and Angel. Internet: www.clubmoreamor.nl
Address: 1e Van der Helstraat 42
Internet: www.helden.nu ClUb Home

More information: tram 16, 24 to Stadhouderskade
Check that your clothes are neatly pré¢

The Mansion an extra time before you try to get int
The trendiest bar in town, and the most_CIUb Home, Amsterdam s number one
difficult to get into. Many local jet-set club. If you manage to pass th

personalities (models, musicians and pearly gates, you can rub shoulders w
actors, athletes and other well-known
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personalities in the city s nightlife. TheAnother favourite on Kalverstraat is t

rooms are small and the decor is American Book Centre, which has a wi
minimalist, with mirrors and designer selection of music and fashion literat
furnishings. The Kalvertoren gallery, with more

Address: Wagenstraat 3 exclusive shops, is down by Muntpleir

Internet: www.clubhome.nl

Leidsestraat

SHOPPING The shops continue along Leidsestraa
between Kalverstraat and Leidseplein
colourful flower market is at Koningsp
beside the Singel canal. Even if you F
not intended to buy a bunch of cheap
for your beloved, you can stroll round
while and absorb the atmosphere. The
are many well-stocked shoe shops alo
Leidsestraat. This is also where you V

© Nikolay Staykov find one of Amsterdam s new concept
shops, Spoiled. They sell trendy jean:

When it comes to shopping, Amsterdamdegsigner leisure clothes, old records,

the city of small shops. New, amusing &id oddments. The same building alsc

unusual shops open all the time and molkauses HIP (Hair Innovating People),

of them are within walking distance, whh€lgd a new hairdo.

makes shopping a pleasant experience.

Take a look at our free guide and hit thR.C Hoofstraat

stores. The cutest shopping street, with bran
like Armani, Chanel, Gucci and Mulbe
Kalverstraat Do not miss the neatest branch of
The large retail chains, with fashion, s®d®@ebaloo, the shoe chain. This is th
and accessories are lined up on the shoe shop in town for people who are
Kalverstraat between Dam square and happy to spend a few hundred Euro or
Muntplein. Most shops also open on brands like Miu Miu, Marc Jacobs, Do
Sundays. De Bijenkorf, the elegant Gabbana and Dior. This is also where

department store for designer goods is Wigl find Didato, a specialist shop for
on the Dam. The Dutch fashion chain, fashion conscious men.
Mexx, has its flagship shop in the middle of
Kalverstraat. On the top floor, there is The Nine Small Streets
Europe s largest range of Mexx Man The block between Koningsplein and
products. Not far away, you will find Westerkerk (between the Prinsengract
Rituals, an amusing shop that sells hofed Herengracht canals) is called the
and body cosmetics . This includes small streets , and is an excellent are
everything from shampoo and tea to stroll round in. Both because the canc
detergent and air cleaners in elegant and the old houses are beautiful, and
packages. Amusing gift packages are oecause the streets are packed with s
offer like the designer washing-up brusfhops, cafes and galleries. You can b
with Lotus Touch washing-up liquid. anything here from mature cheese to
second-hand buttons. The area is
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(no. 221) has seven metres to the ceililgtport
beds for eight people on a mezzanine flomsterdam s airport, Schiphol, is the

and a grand piano! Breakfast =-12. The
hotel also has a popular restaurant.

Address: Oostelijke Handelsgade 34
Phone: + 31 (0)20 561 3636
Internet: www.lloydhotel.com

Arena Hotel
Lively, youthful designer hotel outside

airport in the Netherlands, but even t
smaller airports, like Rotterdam and
Eindhoven, are not far from Amsterda

The easiest and cheapest way to trav
Amsterdam from Schiphol is by train.
takes about twenty minutes to the Cer
Ghtation. Taxis cost at least =35 and c

centre, at Oosterpark. Also has a popultaake a while, depending on traffic as

bar, restaurant and night club. The
building is a former orphanage built in
1890.

Address: s-Gravesandestraat 51
Phone: + 31 (0)20 850 24 00

Internet: www.arena.nl
BASIC
Hotel Rembrandt

17 simple but freshly decorated rooms i
charming residential district close to the

Z00, a bit east of the centre.

Address: Plantage Middenlaan 17
Phone: + 31 (0)20 627 2714
Internet: www.hotelrembrandt.nl

Le Coin
Fine, new apartment hotel in historic
buildings managed by Amsterdam

University. Designer furniture and your

own pantry corner.

Address: Nieuwe Doelenstraat 5
Phone: + 31 (0)20 524 6800
Internet: www.lecoin.nl

ESSENTIAL

INFORMATION

© Alan Tobey

are frequent traffic jams, not least in
central area where the canals mean tt
many streets are one-way.

From Rotterdam, it takes 45 min by tr
to Amsterdam. The train departs

frequently, once or twice an hour. Loc
buses to the train station take 20 min

Fr%m Eindhoven, it is twice as far, bu
cPirect bus goes from here to central
Amsterdam, which takes 90 minutes.

Internet: www.ns.nl (information about train times and pl
the Netherlands), www.schiphol.nl, www.eindhovenairpor
www.rotterdam-airport.nl

Public Transport

It is easy to get around by tram. The
metro has a limited number of station
but the bus and canal bus (boat)
complement the tram network. Afforda
72 hour passes for municipal transpor
-15 at the GVB office outside the Cen
Station. There are also 24 (=7) and 4
hour (-11.50) passes. Ask for a map \
all the tram routes. There are no tram
between 00.30 and 07.00, but there is
night bus.

Internet: www.gvb.nl

All Amsterdamers travel by bike, and
want to do so as well, there are bicyc
rent. For example at Bike City at
Bloemengracht in Jordaan.

Internet: www.bikecity.nl
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Taxi

Since it is difficult to drive a car in central
Amsterdam, taxis are seldom the fastest
way to travel. It is also difficult to hail a
taxi on the street. The best way is to ask
the hotel or restaurant to call one. There
are many companies and prices can vary.
Expect to pay about -10--15 for trips in
the city. The taxi head office has phone
number:

Phone: +31 (0)20 677 77 77

There is also a low-price taxi company
called Taxi Tulip, their phone number is:

Phone: +31 (0)20 636 3000

Post

At the main office, you can phone, fax and
buy maps and stamps, in addition to the
usual services. Stamps can be bought in
most shops.

Address.: Singel 250

Opening hours: Monday to Wednesday and Friday: 09.00-18.00,
Thursday: 9.00-20.00, Saturday.: 10.00-13.30

Phone: +31 (0)20 556 3311

Pharmacy

Doctors can tell you which pharmacies

have evening opening hours. There are
also a lot of "drugstores” which sell the
most common remedies.

Dentist
Call +31 (0)20-570-9595 or +31
(0)900-821-2230) for 24-hour dental care.

Telephone
Country code: + 31

Area code: 020

Electricity
220 volts AC, 50Hz

MAKE YOUR TRIP START AT HO ME | WWW.ARRIVALGUIDES.COM () FASTCHECK









