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16.45 h on Fridays. Closed Saitn Eastern Europe. Famous as much for its exti
and Sun. history as its impressive, Soviet-style architec

Tel: +375 17 226 99 00 parks and eccentric locals, Minsk is unforgetta



THE CITY DO & SEE

Minsk is one of the most intriguing citieexplore The Old Town

you are ever likely to visit. It remains, The OIld Town sits on the eastern sit
almost proudly, a Soviet capital right domenSvislach River, bordered by Vul
to its KGB building. The city is a city oMaxima Bahdanovicha. Known as Troif
reinvention. Minsk has been rebuilt severatimestiye, or Trinity Suburb , the

times, most recently after the Second Town , is not really that old. The orig
World War when the Nazis reduced the tiftth and 18th century houses were
to rubble. recreated in the 1980s. However it s

gds{fohtful place to walk around. Here
i relax in quaint cafés or browse th
he souvenir shops.

Minsk is all about monumental excess,
its grand boulevards and big squares.
Old Town is tiny. The best place to staf
exploring Mink is at Independence Square
with its statue of Lenin and the Belarusian
University building. Along the huge
Francyska Skaryny, you will find major
pieces of architecture including the Main
Post Office and the GUM department store.
Nearby on October Square head to the
haunting Museum of the Great Patriotic
War.

The Svisloch River divides the city. Walking

along its banks is quite beautiful in the

summer, particularly if you start your wMikit The Island Of Tears

from the OlId Town. Down from the Old Town by the riverb

The city has a fascinating past and a I1df (We evoc_at_lve Ostrov _Slyoz, or Islg
strange footnotes from history have beefars . This is a memorial to Belarusi

written here. Lee Harvey Oswald, the m"é{HO lost their lives in battle, but in

responsible for assassinating JFK, defepc&}EtdCUIE“r remembrance of those that
to Russia and lived in Minsk. The in the Soviet Union s war in Afghanist

apartment where he lived on Ploscha the 1980s.
Peramohi still stands. As you will quickly

find, Minsk invites curiosity. Holy Spirit Cathedral
Standing defiantly on a small hill is tl

Holy Spirit Cathedral, one of the mosi
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instantly recognisable landmarks of Min§kess BYR 5000, Address: Skoriny 25, Minsk
. . Phone: +375 17 227 56 11
This two-towered Orthodox cathedral is

situated in the Upper Town. It was oncegj; |p Tsentralny Park

part of a Polish Bernadine convent. TheAcross the road from the Museum of t

monastery buildings nearby are now a Great Patriotic War is a delightful litt

music academy. that stands on the site of a 19th cent

Address: Kirila i Mefodiya 3, Minsk marketplace. You often see people ple

o music here.
Have A Picnic In Gorky Park

The city s oldest park is lovely in the Visit The Kgb Museum

summer. Very popular with locals who V‘f\f"c_l“th-west of Independence Square is
along the well-tended paths, Gorky Par§e'ﬁow neo-classical block, which hou

a bigger draw to children, who head to {Il?g KGB building. On the other side o
enormous Ferris Wheel, for great VieWSS?IIeet is a park, where you can find a

the city. of the founder of the KGB s predeces:

_ the Cheka, Felix Dzerzhinsky.
Church Of St. Simon And Helena
Address: Francyska Skaryny 17, Minsk

Better known as the Red Church , it was
built in 1910 by a Polish noble to
commemorate the death of his two
children the tower s three bells are
named after him and the dead children
is open from 8.30am to 7.30pm daily.

Palats Mastatsva

A stylish and trendy hangout well
compared to the dour museums that te
'tbtmake up Minsk s cultural scene, Pa
Mastatsva is an arts institute where vy

Address: Savetskaya 15, Minsk will find galleries and book stalls.
Phone: +375 17 220 44 15

Address: Vul Kazlova 3, Minsk

. Phone: +375 17 213 3549
Victory Square

At the Junc'Flon .Of Nezavisimosti a.lnd EATING
Zakharava is this huge square, with a grant
victory obelisk emerging from the centre.

The monument has an eternal flame at its

feet, which has been burning since 1954,

and is accessible from an underground
passageway.

Museum Of The Great Patriotic War

Next to the classical-style Trade Union s

Culture Palace, is the Museum of the Great

Patriotic War. This museum tells of Beldhgsrestaurant scene in Minsk is slow
during World War Il. It also tells the stép@nging. Old, formal restaurants are
of Minsk s Jewish population following P®éng usurped by a new breed of dyna
Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union in 194¥4estern European-style eateries. The

Behind the building is a park filled withcuisine, rich in baked meat, mushroon
vintage tanks and planes. soups and heavy sauces, is making a

comeback though. Local favourites wo
trying include Hribnoy sup (mushroom



BARS & NIGHTLIFE

The are several decent cafés located inThreee s no real part of town where yo
centre of Minsk. They range from Bezehead to just for bars alone so you nee
Vienna-style cafés to Italian trattorias s@read your bet wide. Good local beel

trendy café/bars. include Krynitsa and Lidskoe while it
exaggeration to say that Belarusian v
Grunwald Café is some of the finest in the world.

Grunwald s classy atmosphere, elegant,\ﬂlndsk offers nightlife that you are unl

World décor and a super mix of to ever forget. Planning is everything
Berlarussian and European cuisine makﬁoing for a night out in Minsk, especi
this a popular meeting point. considering the size of the city. Chec
Address: Karl Marksa 19, Minsk www.mixtura.org for what s going on.
Phone: +375 17 210 42 55

Café Traktir Na Marxa Karchma

This is a good café to sit and sink a fe\;vocated in a restored house in the Ol

beers and watch the world pass by. TheTown on the riverfront, this café/bar |

café offers local snacks like draniki anbovely summer terrace which is great
tasty potato pancakes having a cool beer and taking in the c

Understandably it gets very popular ir
Address: Vul Karla Marxa 21, Minsk
Phone: +375 17 266 0361 summer so get here early!

Address: Starovilenskaya 2, Minsk
London Phone: +375 17 289 37 54
Boasting a spiral staircase that could have

come from an old London double-deckerRakovSky Brovar
One of the best bars in Minsk, Rakovs

bus.
Brovar, has its own small brewery whe
Address: Nezavisimosti Skoriny 18, Minsk
Phone: +375 17 289 15 29 you must try the Grashovoe and
Pilzenskoe. There are two floors of w
Verba tables and benches and a sports corr

This is very popular thanks to its signa@©gen until midnight.
dish, shashlyk a tasty, shish-kebab-likgess: vitevskaya 10, minsk,

dish from the Caucasus. Phone: +375 17 206 64 04
Internet: www.brovar.by

Address: Kropotkina 51, Minsk

Phone: +375 17 234 69 95 . .
Drozhzhi United

Minsk s very own Irish pub is popular
the small group of expats in the city
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successfully creates an authentic Irish glOPPING
ambience. Live Irish folk music on the
weekend.

Address: Sverdlova 2, Minsk,
Phone: +375 17 200 54 56

Graffiti

Located on the ground floor of a student
dorm, Graffiti has some of the best live
music in Minsk. It s an intimate red brick
hangout where drinks are cheap, the locals

friendly and the jazz, folk and indie baYd®3/ can find some lovely souvenirs in
top notch. Minsk, such as delightful wooden carv

figures. Belarus is famous throughout
former Soviet-bloc for its ladies unde
called Milavitsa . Other products to |

out for include Belarusian vodka, whic
The hippest club in Minsk, Bronx is veryated very highly. International goods

popular with the city s rich and beautifylhailable throughout Minsk. Francysk:
This two floor club attracts some respegiefyny is Minsk s main shopping dra
DJs, playing music that you would hearyBre you will find a big branch of the
the trendiest clubs of New York and famous GUM department store as well
London. Open from noon. the Podzemka emporium, where you w
find art and CDs. Another good bet is
Nemige shopping centre on Vul Njamil
which stocks Milavitsa lingerie.

Address.: Per Kalinina 16 Minsk
Phone: +375 17 266 0154

Bronx

Address: Vul Varvasheni 17, Minsk
Phone: + 375 17 228 10 61
Internet: www.bronx.by

Reaktor For markets, head to the Zhdanovichi
Rumour has it that there is a nuclear |\arket where you can buy anything fr
reactor somewhere in Reaktor. This a ¢cppdios to shoes. The Kamarovsky Mar!
joint popular with a young crowd that isy fo0od market where you can buy your

decked out with atomic-inspired
furnishings. Like an A-bomb going off
loud techno will shake your bones.

Address: Very Khoruzhey 29, Minsk
Phone: +375 17 288 61 60
Internet: www.reaktorclub.com

Westworld Club
Attached to the Hotel Belarus,
infamous club is nicknamed
and attracts a colourful

this

crowd of

a whole pig and all kinds of seasonal
pt%%uce. If you fancy bringing home a
work, then head for the Artists Marke
halfway between metro stops
Kupalovskaya and Nemiga, or the Out
Art Market, located between Oktiabrsk
and Pobedy Square metro stations.

hockey pudkum

It s great fun wandering around GUM,

characters. The doormen alone are worwvhhare you can find all manner of prod

trip. Closed on Mondays.

Address: Vul Starazhouskaja 15, Minsk
Phone: +375 17 293 17 98

GUM is big, brash and an unforgettab!
place to shop.

Address: Pr Francyska Skaryny 21, Minsk
Phone: +375 17 226 1048



Suvenirnaja Lavka the top floor restaurant. Belarus has
A fantastic store to pick up gifts to takeccentric range of amenities that incl
home. Here you can find anything from a mini-water park and a nightclub.

CDs to vodka. Open from 10am to 7pM. address: Storozhevskaya 15, Minsk

. . . Phone: +375 17 209 7692
Address: Maxima Bahdanovicha 9, Minsk

Phone: +375 17 234 54 51
Hotel Oktjabrysky

SLEEPING Once one of the top hotels in the capi
the Oktjabrysky is today a decent
mid-range option. Its located behind t
Presidential Building and consequentl
a rather formal air about it.

Address: Engels 13, Minsk
Phone: + 375 17 222 32 89

BASIC
Aquabel

Aquabel occupies a new building so a
Be careful of overcharged hotels when fmoms are comfortable and bright. The
Misnk, however if you look closely enougitel boasts internet access and frien
bargains can be found. Remember to staff who will give you advice about
always try and stay in new or renovatedxploring the city.

property. Prices are often in US dollarsadd®dss: togoysky Tract 50, minsk
Phone: +375 17 237 92 22
Internet: www.aquabel.by

EXCLUSIVE
Juravinka Sputnik

Juravinka is attached to a recreation Sputnik is simple, clean and ideal for

complex, which includes a bowling aIIeya,S a base from which to explore Mins}

pool and gym._lf yo.u havFe mone.y to bur.r?éarby bus stop takes you straight int
book the Presidential Suite, which has its

) ) centre of the city.
own glass covered swimming pool.
Address: Vul Brilevskaya 2, Minsk
Address: Yanki Kupaly 25, Minsk Phone: +375 17 229 36 19
Phone: +375 17 206 69 00, Double rooms. from $170
Internet: www.juravinka.by

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION
Hotel Minsk B
The best hotel in Minsk, this is where
everyone from rock stars to visiting
politicians come. Western hotel that boji
a striking marble lobby and excellent
service.

Address: Pr Francyska Skaryny 11, Minsk
Phone: + 375 17 209 90 80
Internet: www.hotelminsk.by

GOOD VALUE Airports
Belarus Minsk Il (www.airport.by) is the main
For a panoramic view of the city, head i@ternational airport located 42km fro



city. You can get a taxi from outside thBharmacy

arrivals hall for US$20 which will take Beufarmatseya (Open 24 hours)
into the centre of town. The airport bUSsggress: Buivar Schevhenko 11, Minsk
costs only BYR 3,540 but takes longer tgone: +375 17 227 83 40

get into town and runs sporadically.
Telephone

Public transport Country code: +375

You can get around Minsk by using the Area code: +17

bus, tram, or the metro. All three are

cheap and reliable. The two line metro Edectricity

an interesting way of getting around as220V AC, 50Hz

each station is decorated by a theme. For

instance the Oktober Square station Extra Useful Information

evokes the 1917 revolution. Demonstrations in central Minsk are f
Public transport operates from about commonplace. Most of these pass off
5.30am to lam daily and serves all parts¢acefully although some have been

of the city. Trolleybuses 1, 2 and 18 pakown to turn violent. The resulting p
through Minsk s main street, Pr FrancySR§Ponse can be sudden and occasion

Skaryny. The metro closes at 12.30am [rightening. The important thing to
every night. remember is that if caught up in a

) ) demonstration, stay alert and get out
Single tickets for all modes of transporgs quickly as possible.

cost BYR 360. Remember to validate it by _ _
punching the ticket on one of the red Minsk has a serious problem with

punching machines. Ten day or month|yprostitution. Particularly in bars and
passes are available for all modes of |0bbies, always be weary of overfrien
transport. girls, or indeed guys for that matter.

10 per cent is the usual tip. In some |
Taxi in Minsk 10-15 per cent service charg
Yellow cabs are the state run taxis thatharadded to your bill.
best used. Prices depend on distance but
its nor ally about BYR 900 a kilometre.
Taxis can be called o 052 and 084.

Post

Nezavisimosti (Skoriny) 10, Minsk, open
Monday to Friday, 08.00 h 20.00 h, and
on Saturdays and Sundays from 10.00 h
17.00 h, www.belpost.by

Dentists

There are 24 hour emergency dentists at
EcoMedservice on Vul Tolstogo 4, who can
be contacted on +375 17 220 4581.












