Today the castle houses the fascinating‘ddress: Hlavné nimestie, Bratislava
Slovak National Museum. Go up its Crown

Tower, where you can enjoy spectaculalpr'_mate s Palace _ .
views of the southern Carpathian This barogue masterpiece just around
mountains and Austria corner from the Main Square has play

host to many important events in
Address: Bratslavsky Hrad, Stare Mesto, Bratislava . . . .
Phone: +421 2 5441 1444 Slovakia s history. Inside, the magnif
Internet: www.bratislavskyhrad.sk Hall of Mirrors witnessed the Signing

peace treaty between Habsburg ruler

| and Napoleon after the Austrians ha

The most historical monument in Slovakﬁ'gm] defeated at the Battle of Austerl
St Martin s Cathedral is where Hungarii%05 The palace has a small art colle

rulers were crowneq for over 250 y(.earswith works by 17th century Dutch and
Indeed the steeple is topped by a tiny Italian masters, as well as a museum

gilded Hungarlah crown. Built in the 145}19autiful 17th century English tapestr
and 15th centuries by the creators of St

. . Address: Primacialny Palace, Primacidlne ndmestie 1, B
Stephen s cathedral in Vienna, St Martin s

boasts a neo-Gothic interior that includ§sy town Hall (Stara radnice)
carved animals and figures on the peWSV\}Herever you are in the centre of

the choir. The most interesting part of Ehr%tislava, you can hear the bells fro
interior is the striking sculpture of St Old Town Hall throughout the day. Bu
Martin on a horse, designed by I‘:”"’”Oquethe 14th century and with bits added
sculptor, George Raphael Donner. over the years, the Old Town Hall sta
Address: Dom Sv. Martina, Rudnayovo namestie, Bratis/avathe Main Square. Check out the beaut

roof tiles, Gothic vaulting and lovely

Ml(.:hael s Tower courtyard. The Old Town Hall has hos
This tower over Stare Mesto offers royalty. Inside you will find the City

incredible views of Austria and HungaryMuSst

_ _ eum that houses a wonderfully
Michael s Tower is the last gateway thaa}tmospheric dungeon.

remains that was along the old city walls.
i i i Address.: Starda Radnica, Primacialne namestie 3, Bratis/.
Built in the 13th century, its green tOp,pkR8 +4217 2 59 20 51 30
be seen from all around and is a good Internet: www.muzeumbratislava.sk
visual marker for exploring the Old Town.

Inside is the Municipal Museum, with itgrassalkowch Palace _ _
impressive collection of weapons. Home to the Slovak President, this 18

century palace is a beautiful piece of

St. Martin s Cathedral

Address: Michalska vez, Michalska 24, Bratislava

Phone: +421 2 5443 3044 Baroque architecture. Constructed for
Count Grassalkovich, a close advisor
Main Square Empress Maria Theresa, and often usce

With its Roland fountain, and filled withhe aristocracy for social events and
outdoor cafés, Main Square is the colordahcerts. An adjoining French garden
heart of Bratislava. During the summer,offers a vast, green space that is a g
Main Square is the perfect place for escape from the noisy streets around.
WatChing the world go by This is WhereAddress.‘ Grassalkovicov palace, Hodzovo nam. 1, Bratis
you will also find the Old Town Hall and the
pink fronted Primates Palace nearby. Palffy Palace

This Renaissance palace was where s
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BARS & NIGHTLIFE Sparx

The recently opened Sparx is situated
the Stara sladovHa building, which we
once the largest beer hall in central

Europe. Sparx is very popular with a
and beautiful crowd who are attracted
its great cocktail list and fantastic mt

Sparx s modern and elegant interior
provides a gorgeous metropolitan
atmosphere. There are regular

Certainly not as saturated with bars asPerformances by bands and DJs. If yo
Prague, Bratislava does have a growingfeeling peckish there is a decent
number of good places to go and is international menu to choose from.
building a reputation as a nightlife cap#twatess: Cintorinska 32, Bratisiava

. . . c13/70/71’;',' +421 903 403 097
It is easy to avoid tourist traps by heading ... www sparx. sk
to some of the places to go. If you are
having a night out, just ask the locals. 7T/ Dubliner
Slovak beers that are definitely worth arhis is a very popular Irish pub that c
few rounds include Zlaty Bazant or Keltin the expats as well as locals. Typic:

Over recent years Bratislava s club sce®d® Irish pub overseas, there is

has completely reinvented itself. In canfeemorabilia galore, which includes a
DJs and funky cocktails, out goes the cobbled street! The Guinness served |
go-go dancers and burly doormen. Therédhe Dubliner s enormous bar is good.
are a few established clubs like The JaBands play most nights and the

Café, Circus Barok and Ucko that set tiedmosphere is fittingly friendly and lo
standards and are reliably good clubs t@pen to 03.00.

head to. Listings detailing what s on caAvdlees: Sedldrska 6, Bratislava

found throughout town. Phone: +421 2 54 41 07 06

. Hysteria
KGB (Kulturno Glasbeni Brlog) . o
. . . Popular with young people, Hysteria i
With its bust of Stalin over the bar and ﬁ\n . . .
the ice hockey stadium on Odbojarov.

assortment of other Soviet mementoes,
i . Tex-Mex pub gets very busy on weeke
KGB is a kitsch and very over-the-top . . .
There is regular pool and live music.

communist style bar.
Address: Odbojdrov 9, Bratislava

KGB doest not actually stand for the Soveeda +421 2 0910 44 77 44

intelligence agency but Krcma Gurmanov

Bratislavy, the Gourmet Pub of Bratisléﬁ\}aalt

because it is also a highly rated restaulf&ht,sits in a building that once hoste
serving dishes named after revolutionadydian prime minister Nehru. A very h
heroes like Che Guevara. There is live Par that is decked out in candles, Kel

music every weekend. very quirky. There is a swing in front
i |
Address: Obchodna 52. Bratisiava fireplace! It can get very crowded so

Phone: +421 2 52 73 12 79 early to grab a table.



thoroughfare is the city s main shoppinBadisson Sas Carlton

drag. For something a bit more authent®wish and well located, the Carlton h:
head to Hviezdoslavovo Square, where sblu This 1920s hotel was recently
will find lots of souvenir stalls as well msnovated for the new century. The hc

quaint boutiques and food shops. located on one of Bratislava s prettie
exceptional range of facilities, includ
SLEEPING fitness centre and top restaurant, mal

a very popular place so book early.

Address.: Hviezdoslavovo ndmestie 3, Bratislava
Phone: +421 259390000
Internet: www.radissonsas.com

GOOD VALUE
Barénka

With beautiful views of the Carpathiar
mountains, Barénka is a favourite witl
travellers. All rooms are clean and lu

Luxury hotels or simple guesthouses yb@Oms feature exquisite bathrooms. G

can choose from a variety of places to g{al§,arénka also have access to a poo
in Bratislava. Standards have improved/itness centre and sauna.
dramatically over the past few years anifdress: Mudrochova 2, Bratislava

Phone: +421 2 44 88 20 89
there are some excellent, great value ,ternet: www.baronka.sk.
hotels to be found here. However
accommodation is still limited and roomRBerugia
tend to be snapped up quickly during thlehe elegant Perugia is a great mid-ra
summer, so book early. Cheaper hotels cmtnon. Located in the heart of the Ol
be found north-east of the centre. Checkown in a former palace, the Perugia

out www.bratislavahotels.com for more refined and cosmopolitan.

information. Address: Zelena 5, Bratislava
Phone: +421 2 5443 1818
Internet: www.perugia.sk

EXCLUSIVE
Hotel Danube Hotel Kjev

Probably th_e bes.t hotel in town, the . The high-rise Hotel Kjev is a bargain.
Danube is right in the centre of the city . . .
With it Criki bl q tit ] the Kamenné nam, there are great vie
q : } : Stsh“hlntgl l:e Zn g;e.y Iéart]_lulmto be had from the top floor of this
estgn, e hotel s a_n S ou_ 'n Bratis ag%'\/iet—style 1960s building.
All rooms are extensively kitted out and

. . . . Address: Rajska 2, Bratislava
the business suites are quite exceptiongl,,o. 1427 2 5964 1111
Run by Austrians, the hotel boasts a gymernet: www.kyjev-hotel.sk
sauna and swimming pool, 24 hour room

service as well as magnificent views ofBhe!C
Downtown Backpackers Hostel
Danube and the castle.

A simple but decent hostel in the Old
Address: Rybné ndmestie, Bratislava i
Phone: +421 259 34 00 00 Town, Downtown Backpackers is locat
Internet: www.hoteldanube.com five minutes away from Michalskda ve-~
The hostel has spacious single and dc
rooms and all-night access.
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Electricity
220V AC

Tips

If you are renting an apartment, you can
buy food and essentials at the large Tesco
supermarket on Kamenné namestie at the
junction of “tdrova and “pitalska in the
heart of the city.

FASTCHELCK

ARRIVAL GUIDES ONLINE
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