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A look at the map of the city shows thaAmsterdam s fantastic architecture is
there are almost as many canals in theseen from a sightseeing boat on the
centre as there are streets. While mostcanals. Visiting at least a couple of a
streets look more like alleys - short andhuseums and one of the modern galle
narrow - the canals are much wider. Fofs must in this elegant, cultured city \
this reason, not many Amsterdam also, on the other hand, offers high c¢
residents drive a car in the city it is eafoietball. There is plenty to do and se
to travel round by boat or tram. Apart fAomsterdam.

this, bicycles are the most popular and

practical means of transport in Amsterdam

but it is also an excellent city to explore by

foot.

Admittedly, you can easily get lost in

Amsterdam, where the streets wind round

like threads in a spider s web. But it s a

nice place to get lost in. Beautiful house

facades, tulip sellers, street musicians and

crowds of people is Amsterdam in a

nutshell. Wandering aimlessly between the

Central Station and Vondelpark is Canal Boats

entertainment by itself. Anybody looking. . .
. y . y y. ,glghtseemg boats depart continually ¢
for more serious entertainment will neither

] i the day from the Central station, Dam
be disappointed. In recent years, an

) ) and the Rijksmuseum. The guided toul
increasing number of modern restaurants

. take 45 minutes. Other alternatives al
and bars have opened in areas such as .
. canal bus, with eleven stops close to
Jordaan and De Pijp, even though

) ) ) museums and shopping streets, or the
Leidseplein still has the densest . .
] museum boat which circulates betwee
concentration of restaurants. Present-d

i ] ] tahye museums.
Amsterdam is more about cocktails in
d | b h . | gd ress: From the Central station, Damrak and the
modern lounges, but the national mentality, seum
is extremely liberal and social. Here, /nternet: www.canal.nl

everybody can be themselves and still fit
in. Walking Around Amsterdam

The narrow 17th century houses have
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large windows at eye height, so you canfddress: Prinsengracht 267
Opening hours: March 15 through September 14 daily fro

see a lot more than just the beautiful 9.00-21:00, saturdays from 9:00-22:00. 1n July and Augu

facades Some exciting areas to walk museum is open daily till 22:00. September 15 through M
’ 14 daily from 9:00-19:00.

around in are: Phone: +31 (0)20 556 7100
. . . Internet: www.annefrank.org
The Dam square with the Koninklijk Palgd& information: Tram 13, 17 to Westermarkt

(Royal Palace) built in 1665, Nieuwe Kerk
(New Church) built in the 15th century.Galleri De Kunstfabriek

The Old Church (the city s oldest building§ A"t Factory has recently moved tc

dates from 1302 and is situated on premises in a _h'p location,
Warmoesstraat. Western Canal Belt Westergasfabriek. There are always

(Herengracht, Keizergracht, Prinsengra%ﬁ?)'t'ng exhibitions to be surprised a|

consists of charmin g sm all streets Address: 20 Polonceaukade, Westergasfabriekterrein
Phone: + 31 (0)20 488 9430

containing shops, galleries and cafes. r/nternet: www.dekunstrabriek.com
More information: Bus 18 from the Central Station

Van Gogh Museum )
o A,ax Football Museum
In addition to the world s largest collection

of art by Vincent van Gogh, there are aY\é%tchmg a league match in Amsterda

. . . W|thhAjax, the home team, is great fur
a lot of works by other impressionists, such . ) )
. even if you are not interested in footk
as Monet and Gauguin.

The mood in the arena is animated, b
Address: Paulus Potterstraat 7, Museumplein . . . .
Opening hours: Open daily 10.00-18.00 friendly. Tickets are sold via www.aja

Phone: +31 (0)20 570 5200 There is also an Ajax museum in the
Internet: www.vangoghmuseum.nl

More information: Tram 2, 3, 5, 12 to Van Baerlestraat ana’sltb‘adium WhiCh iS Open daily 10.00-17.

24 to Museumplein Address: Amsterdam Arena, Arena Boulevard 29

Phone: + 31 (0)20 311 1444

Rijksmuseum (National Museum) Internet: www.ajax.nl 3
More information: bus 50 and 54 to Bijlmer
One of the world s most exclusive art
collections. Among the 5000 works,
9 . S ATING
Rembrandt s Last Supper is definitely the
finest.

Address.: Jam Luijkenstraat 1

Opening hours: every day 10.00 - 18.00

Phone: +31 (0)20 674 7000

Internet: www.rijksmuseum.nl/

More information: Tram 2 and 5 to Hobbermastraat or 12 t(
Concertegebouw

Anne Frank Huis (Anne Frank s House)
This is where a Jewish family, the Franésﬁ,ona/d van der Beek

hid from the Nazis during World War I1I.

They were betrayed and their daughter The Dutch eat soup and sandwiches f¢
Anne died in a c.oncentration camp. _Aft?{mch, often with a glass of milk. Just
her death, the diary was found and it o ¢\ oyish, they like their chips, and
became world famous. Frequently a long .o \iosks like the Belgians. A loc:
gueue but least crowded a few hours speciality is bitterballen (bitter ball

before closing. kind of fried cheese croquette which i
served as a snack with beer at cafes.



BARS & NIGHTLIFE Helden

Mme Jeanette, a popular De Pijp bar |
changed its name to Helden, but still
exactly right. Simple, tasty, low price
food and a good place to start a pub «
Cocktail price start at -6. De Pijp, so
the Singelgracht canal, has closely-sjy
bars, popular with young people weari
designer jeans and sneakers. Round t
corner, you can find places like Kingf

© Rob Harpenau g
18Twantig and Angel.

. . q o1 %4 d Helst t 42
It is easy to have fun in Amsterdam. Maf‘rﬁyrrisei O San o merstras

people feel that the Brown cafes - More information: tram 16, 24 to Stadhouderskade
Amsterdam s typical pubs - have never
been better. Bar life is friendly, relaxedhe Mansion
and lasts for a long time. The locals golé@gttrendiest bar in town, and the mo
early and return home late. Many placedifficult to get into. Many local
have a cafe, bar, restaurant and night ®®lsonalities (models, musicians and
on different floors. actors). If you have eaten here, you d

. have to queue up and pay -10 for ent
The dance clubs might feel too small for .q p' pay .
. .to the night club in the cellar at midn
somebody who is used to flashy clubs in ,

8r come as early as eight o clock for

NY, LA or London. But these clubs can be o
. . cocktail in one of the three bars. Fan
just as entertaining - and completely

SRR |
crazy! Hip, laid-back or sophisticated just o ' 11¢ 10UNQE

choose Address: Hobbemastraat 2
) Underground: 2, 5 to Hobbermastraat
Internet: www.the-mansion.nl

Werck

The city s best bar for after-work on a Alto

Friday is close to Anne Frank s house ihegendary jazz bar, not far away from
Jordaan. Good-looking staff and guestsLeidseplein. Here, in a building renow

who want to enjoy themselves. High for its high music quality, there is an
chat-up factor. informal, pleasant atmosphere.

Address.: Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 115
Internet: www.jazz-cafe-alto.nl/

Address: Prinsengracht 277
Internet: www.werck.nl
More information: tram no. 13 or 17 to Westermarkt

Jimmy Woo
De Herengracht The most popular night club in town, |
The restaurant offers food, drinks and @ifficult to get into after midnight bec
Well-dressed, well-off thirty-somethingsf the queue. Entrance -12. Good DJs
come here at around nine o clock to drifilenty of action on the dance floor in

wine. cellar. The top floor with lounge has |
Address: Herengracht 435 designed to look like an opium den. O
Internet: www.deherengracht.nl 23.00-05.00

More information: tram 1, 2, 5 to Konigsplein
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Shoebaloo, the shoe chain. This is the Magtha Plaza

shoe shop in town for people who are The former post office, which was bui
happy to spend a few hundred Euro on the neo-Gothic style in 1898, would fi
brands like Miu Miu, Marc Jacobs, Dolcpe&fectly into a fairy-tale. There are 1
Gabbana and Dior. This is also where ythian forty exclusive shops, mostly sel
will find Didato, a specialist shop for <clothes, but some also have music. Te

fashion conscious men. the opportunity of checking the small
cheese and delicatessen shop on the

The Nine Small Streets ground floor!

The block between Koningsplein and Address: Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 182

Westerkerk (between the PrinsengrachtYnderground: trams 1, 2, 5, 13, 14, 17 & 20

i Phone: +31(0)20 626 9199
and Herengracht canals) is called the miB®er www.magnapiaza.n/
small streets , and is an excellent area to
stroll round in. Both because the canalMaison De Bonneterie
and the old houses are beautiful, and aAswoold, luxurious department store wi
because the streets are packed with smwobloden balconies and a very exciting
shops, cafes and galleries. You can buyhis is the place to go for clothes anc
anything here from mature cheese to sporting goods. If you appreciate the
second-hand buttons. The area is English way of dressing - or its archit
especially well known for its second-hangou will appreciate the Maison de
shops. Margriet Nannings on PrinsenstrBanneterie. A tip: take the lift all the
has the most exclusive range. At no. 15up and drive a few golf balls in the g
they sell the latest from Comme des shop.
Gargcons, Stone Island, C.P Company etfudress: Rokin 140 - 142
and at no. 24, there is the outlet shop ®at  *31 (0)20 531 3400

. . Internet: www.debonneterie.nl
sale goods. Another charming shop is Local
Service, on the crossroads between
) . ; SLEEPING

Keizergracht and Huidenstraat, which has a

wide range of Paul Smith shirts.

De Bijenkorf

De Bijenkorf, in the centre of the shopping

district, is Amsterdam s largest department

store. It is the city s answer to Harrods in

London and KaDeWe in Berlin. You can

shop whatever you need here - food, high

quality clothes, make-up, furniture, toy§ £7/c Gevaert

home furnishings - right in the centre of

Amsterdam by the Dam square. It is notAmsterdam offers a lot of hotel choice

cheap - but you will certainly find whatMagy of the older hotels in the histori
are looking for. And even more. parts of central Amsterdam have a fev

small rooms, but all the more charm.
Address: Dam 1 . . .
Internet: www.bijenkorf.nl spacious designer hotels and boutique
More information: trams 4, 9, 14, 16, 20, 24 & 25 hotels are being Opened further out fr
the centre.
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